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RABBI’S REFLECTIONS  

We are Torah  

Rabbi Michael Rascoe 

A congregant tells his rabbi, 
“During the Torah service, 
people discuss their business 
affairs.”  The rabbi smiles 
and says, “It wouldn’t be so 
bad if only during their busi-
ness affairs, they also would 
discuss Torah.” 
 
In Talmud class (M’gillah 

27) we discussed whether one can sell a Torah scroll.  
The principle is that holy objects can only be sold to 
buy holy objects of greater sanctity, but nothing is 
holier than a Torah scroll.  Yet, we can sell a Torah 
scroll to support Torah students, to rescue captives, 
and to marry. 
 
Rava says, “How foolish are ... people who stand in 
the presence of a Torah scroll, yet do not stand in the 
presence of a great person.” (Makkot 22b). 
 
Thomas Mann portrays Moses standing in Mt. Si-
nai’s volcanic ash.  He rips two huge, irregular piec-
es from the mountainside.  With a sharp stone, he 
etches the Ten Commandments.  The 172 Hebrew 
letters take 39 days to carve.  On the 40th day, as he 
prepares to descend, he realizes that they can’t be 
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seen from a distance.  Looking around for 
something to color his work, he sees noth-
ing on the mountaintop.  So he takes a 
rock, cuts his hand, and, with his blood, 
highlights the letters. 
 
He breaks them on his way down.  How 
can he break them if they are holy? 
 
The Torah means nothing until it changes 
lives, and people want to be mentshen: 
good, decent, caring people.  We can wor-
ship God anywhere.  Judaism must be 
practiced everywhere.  Torah’s teachings 
come from imperfect human lives, as 
we’ve seen in the Bible class.  But from 
them we take its wisdom and apply it to 

our lives.  Only then do we realize its 
spiritual benefits.  Torah is instruction, 
it’s literal meaning; but as a source of 
wisdom, it is distilled experience put into 
effect, demanding to be lived.  We don’t 
worship the Ten Commandments:  we 
live them.  We put our blood, sweat, and 
tears into it, not lip service.  Observing it 
requires, as Shema says, our service of 
heart, mind, might, and money (another 
translation of m’odekha).  Torah is not an 
idol, nor just a symbol:  we live it.  We 
embody it, or it is nothing.  We are the 
living examples of its teaching.  We are 
Torah. 
 
Happy Shavuot, and join us for our study 
session. 

Candle Light-
ing Times 

6/7 8:02 PM 

6/14 8:06 PM 

6/21 8:08 PM 

6/28 8:08 PM 

7/5 8:07 PM 
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When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel 
and we will make a $100.00 donation in your name 

1375 Old Country Road 
Riverhead, N.Y11901 

Phone (631) 727-0555 
Fax (631) 727-8453 

In Memory of 

Segal 

From Siegel 
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 Remaining Holiday Weekend BBQs 
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Talmud Classes: Tractate Megillah 
 

Rabbi Rascoe's Talmud classes continue, via Zoom, at 6 PM on Wednesdays in June and 
July, except June 12 and July 3. There is always review, and no advance reading is required. 
The text can be found at:  https://www.sefaria.org/Megillah.8a?lang=bi. Attendees re-
ceive an introduction to Talmudic logic, thought, and law. 

Interfaith Bible Class 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet via Zoom on June 19 and July 10, from 9:30-11:30 
AM. Please contact the Rabbi for information, and the link.  

Bible Study: Exodus 
 

Rabbi Rascoe will be holding these classes via Zoom, at 6:30 PM on Thursdays in June 
and July, except June 13 and 20, and July 4.  

Jewish Philosophy 
 
Join Rabbi Rascoe and explore Jewish Philosophy via Zoom. Classes will be held at  6 
PM on Tuesdays in June and July, except June 11. We will be discussing Guide for the Per-
plexed by Moses Maimonides. 

Please note: Congregants will receive emailed instructions for attending Rabbi Rascoe's 
classes via Zoom. Classes may be cancelled when the class decides to take a break, and you 
may come late or leave early. Contact Rabbi Rascoe for more information.  

https://www.sefaria.org/Megillah.8a?lang=bi
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An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping! 
 
 
 

Please contact Lorraine 
Richter (631-553-7635) 
or the Temple office to 
arrange a purchase. The 
total profit from card 
sales is donated to the 
general fund each year. 
Please support this silent 
fundraiser. 

Gift cards are now availa-
ble for most major super-
markets: 

  

• ShopRite 

• Stop & Shop  

• King Kullen 

Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces 
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and 
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost 
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis 
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information. 
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Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact 
Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191. All checks should 
be made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 

Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 
 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 
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Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. Contact Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191, with any requests.  

Where to purchase kosher food locally 

Justin's Chop Shop, in Westhampton Beach, (631) 288-5532, now car-
ries some kosher meat, poultry, and other items, along with the non-
kosher items always in stock. 

The Mill Road Cheese Shop, Westhampton Beach, (631) 998-0483,  now carries some 
kosher items. 

Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision.  

BJ’s and Costco also have pareve cookies in their bakeries.  
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TODAH RABAH! 

Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 
 
In memory of Richard Katz—Stanley Hagler. 

Thank you, Jaime—Stanley Hagler. 

Mazel tov to the Richter family on the engagement of Garrett and McKenzie—Jaime 
 Siegel. 
Yahrzeit for Jeannette Siskind—Josh Printz. 

Yahrzeit for Sari Klein—mother of Alice Ganz. 

Yahrzeit for Rebecca Prizer—grandmother of Linda Prizer. 

Yahrzeit for Raymond Zaglin—father of Barbara Smith. 

Yahrzeit for Steven Zaglin—brother of Barbara Smith . 

Yahrzeit for Lottie Zaglin—mother of Barbara Smith. 

Yahrzeit for Arthur Warner, father of Scott Warner. 

Yahrzeit for Lena Alpert—grandmother of Cynthia Alpert. 

Yahrzeit for Gertrude Sandberg—mother of George Sandberg. 

Yahrzeit for Gregory Maruna—son of Janet Maruna. 

Yahrzeit for Pauline & Isaac Israel—parents of Sol Israel. 

Yahrzeit for the Raffe Family—Olivia Raffe. 

Yahrzeit for Irwin Thompson—father of Lori Thompson. 

Yahrzeit for Harry Goldstein—Josh Printz. 

Yahrzeit for Walter Brown—father of Robert Brown. 

Yahrzeit for Kenneth Klein—brother of Alice Ganz.  
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
  June        Iyar/Sivan 5784 

6/2 Bartick, Mildred Iyar 25  

6/2 Korus, Fannie Iyar 25  

6/2 Polaniecki, Jacob Iyar 25  

6/3 Hahn, J. Jacob Iyar 26  

6/3 Siegel, Irving Iyar 26  

6/3 Zipser, Herman Iyar 26  

6/4 Spitzer, Julia Iyar 27  

6/6 Beil, Barbara Iyar 29  

6/6 Dresher, Benjamin Iyar 29  

6/6 Hochheiser, Harold Iyar 29  

6/8 Cohen, Joseph Sivan 2  

6/8 Eisenman, Bernard Sivan 2  

6/9 Cohen, Samuel Sivan 3  

6/9 Goldman, Sam Sivan 3  

6/10 Diamond, Herbert Sivan 4  

6/10 Faine, David Sivan 4  

6/10 Polaniecki, Abraham Sivan 4  

6/11 Frank, Louis Sivan 5  

6/12 Goldstein, Esther Sivan 6  

6/12 Korman, Jack Sivan 6  

6/12 Segal, Corkey Sivan 6  

6/12 Thompson, Sondra Sivan 6  

6/13 Lubetsky, Harry Sivan 7  

6/14 Gerlitz, Chaim Sivan 8  

6/15 Abrams, Florence Sivan 9  

6/15 Anker, Lewis Sivan 9  

6/15 Chizever, Henry Sivan 9  

6/15 Remler, Norman Sivan 9  

6/16 Goldstein, Esther Sivan 10  

6/16 Goldstein, Sophia Sivan 10  

6/18 Davis, Rae Sivan 12  

6/18 Nathanson, Zelda Sivan 12  

6/19 Nisenbaum, Benjamin Sivan 13  

6/21 Rascoe, Eric Sivan 15  

6/21 Ritigstein, Jerry Sivan 15  

6/22 Krasnow, Deborah Sivan 16  

6/23 Elphand, Louis Sivan 17  

6/23 Gaster, Conrad Sivan 17  

6/23 Klein, Sidney Sivan 17  

6/23 Lefkowitz, Harry Sivan 17  

6/24 Kagan, Bella Sivan 18  

6/26 Crowitz, Ida Sivan 20  

6/26 Orland, Sylvia Sivan 20  

6/27 Siegel, Jeffrey Sivan 21  

6/28 Anker, Edward Sivan 22  

6/28 Korus, Max Sivan 22  

6/28 Sonkin, Etta Sivan 22  

6/29 Itkin, Morris Sivan 23  

6/29 Kaplan, Bella Sivan 23  

6/29 Weiner, Max Sivan 23  

6/30 Hochheiser, Helen Sivan 24  

7/1 Weiner, Minnie Sivan 25  

7/2 Harding, Sam Sivan 26  

7/2 Hefter, Sanford Sivan 26  

7/2 Squires, Irving Sivan 26  

7/3 Goldstein, Lillian Sivan 27  

7/3 Sacks, Julius Sivan 27  

7/5 Bloom, William Sivan 29  

7/5 Hefter, Lillian Sivan 29  

7/5 Karlin, Charles Sivan 29  
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Birthdays 
Newborn 
Brit Milah 

Baby naming 
Bat Mitzvah 
Bar Mitzvah 
Graduation 

Engagement 
Wedding 

Anniversary 
New home 
New job 

Retirement  
Thank you 

Your donation to TIR is a perfect gift for your loved one, 
and a Mitzvah for your congregation!  
Contact the temple office for details.  

Simcha Desk 

Offering personalized greeting  

cards, with a donation, for  

all happy occasions. 

Only $18, or multiples of !חי 

Your choice of digital or hard copy. 

Simcha Desk is here! 

 
 
 Did you know? 

For a donation of only $180.00 
you could sponsor the rabbi’s sermon 

on any Shabbat! 
 

You choose the subject, or the teaching, with 
Rabbi Rascoe’s approval. 

 

 
 

For a donation of $360, if you’d like,  
we offer a Shabbat service without a sermon.  
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For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Bulletin Allen Silver 
asilver9@gmail.com 

631-744-7551 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

High Holidays   

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608 

Judaica Shop Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042 

Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Trees in Israel Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Supermarket 
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 

631-727-3191 
631-653-9028 

Officers:  

President Jaime Siegel 

1st Vice President Barbara Smith 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 
  

Linda Prizer 

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams  

Robert Brown   

Rebecca Hagler  

Lisa Israel  

Lorraine Richter  

  

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Allen Silver Lee Ann Silver 

Jaime Siegel  
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 
490 Northville Turnpike 
P.O. Box 1531 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
TIME-SENSITIVE MAIL 
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.SPOSTAGE 
PAID 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
Permit No26 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
 
 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

June 11-13 Shavuot Learning Session and Services 

June 20 TIR Annual Meeting 

July 5, August 30 Weekend BBQs 

September 7 & 8 Rabbi Rascoe’s 10th Anniversary Celebration 

Many adult classes are being offered with Rabbi Rascoe. See inside 
for details. 

http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

