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RABB/I’'S REFLECTIONS
God, Language, Ideas

In This Issue

A frustrated suffragist, unable
) . to convince a male neighbor to
Dinners 3 3 X back the 19th Amendment

. supporting women's voting

rights, complained to her or-

ganization’s chairwoman, who
Todah Rabbah! 6 - replied: "Pray to God. She will

"k

help you.

Adult Education 7 s Some congregants, instead of
Rabbi Michael Rascoe  saying “He” referring to God,

say “She.” | don’t have a prob-
lem with this per se. It solves one serious problem, while
Candle Lightl'ng Times 8 creating a second, lesser one which troubles me little
since | don'’t live in Biblical or Roman times.

) . We typically think of God as a bigger, sometimes better,
Silent Fundraisers 9 version of ourselves. When | was a kid, people often en-
visioned either a patriarchal image of God, a kind, old

12 man with a long beard sitting on a throne above the

clouds in heaven; or a superman. It didn’t take long as a
kid to realize that both were bad representations of God.
Since God is not human, why have a human image?
God is neither a patriarch nor a “Superman.”

Yahrzeits

Calendar 13-14 Indeed, the Bible has images of God, which, though
mostly male, includes female/mother, animal, including
bird, and even rock (an image carried into both the fa-
mous Hanukkah song Ma’oz Tsur and the Shabbat table
hymn Tsur mi-she-lo, the former “Rock fortress/

(Rabbi—continued on page 2)
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(Rabbi—continued from page 1)

stronghold, my salvation, it is a delight to
praise You,” the latter “Rock from whose
bounty we have eaten, we will bless God”). If
God is really God and not human, then we
shouldn’t have “He” or “She.” But “It” doesn’t
work since God is personal and not a thing.
Nor does God have a gender. Nor does God
have sex (some think God once had a con-
sort that was long ago removed). Pagans
had such things; not Jews. For now, we're
stuck with “He” or “She.”

When we image God, we limit God. We pick
images that identify God with us. God is not
us, and we are not God. The Bible makes
this clear. We should look at the gamut of
images precisely so we don’t limit God and
invoke God to do our will. The Bible wouldn’t
be the Bible, and our morals would not be
what they are, if God were merely a larger
extension of us. God as “Other” teaches us
to transcend ourselves, to broaden our view
of the world. God as “Other” calls for our mo-
rality and tests it. This is why we can’t limit
God.

God who created all compels us to see oth-
ers who aren’t us as still us. Our morality,
even our ability to challenge the Bible, stems
from the best examples of what God teach-
es. This is why Abraham holds God account-
able; it forces us to hold God accountable.
This underlies why we are monogamists,

4 N

In Memory of

Segal

From Siegel

though the Bible allows polygamy; why we
oppose slavery, though the Bible allows it,
etc.

The Rabbis, basing themselves on the Bi-
ble, demand some objectivity so that we
don’t set limits to God, and therefore our-
selves. We constantly must expand our view
of reality, enlarge our conception of God,
and therefore of the world and human po-
tential. God’s reality is way more vast than
our limited reality. God’s very imponderabil-
ity and strangeness/foreignness force us to
expand our own views, to look outside our-
selves.

To limit God to our image limits our view of
the world and our potential. Judaism wants
us to recognize that all conceptions of God
don’t do justice to God. To appreciate this,
we must accept our limitations with humility
and let our awe of God broaden the way we
look at the world. Despite the flippant tunes,
this is the point of closing our services with
‘Adon’ Olam and Yigdal.

*The story variously involves Alva Smith
(Vanderbilt) Belmont or Carrie Chapman Catt, if
it's attributed at all. Belmont in “Women as Dic-
tators” in The Ladies’ Home Journal in Septem-
ber 1922 called for women in political office and
as Christian priests, but the story is not there.

(Rabbi—continued on page 8
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Honda

Where Value & Great Prices Come Together!

When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel
and we will make a $100.00 donation in your name

\ /

Temple Israel of Riverhead

1375 Old Country Road Phone (631) 727-0555
KRiverhead, N.Y11901 Fax (631) 727—845y
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Holiday Weekend Shabbat BBQ's/Dinners

C/ ». Good food, good company,
== good times!

z

*4th of July Weekend BBQ :- 2
Friday, July 3, 2026, 5:30 PM J \

BBQ sponsorship available

‘Labor Day Weekend BBQ/;;.
\Z TN
Friday, Sept. 4, 2026, 5:30 PM "<

BBQ sponsorship available

Each BBQ followed by Kaballat Shabbat

Kindly RSVP if C?'ou plan to attend so we

can shop and prepare accordingly.

Sponsors Needed:
Contact Jaime Siegel to sponsor a BBQ/Dinner
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Coming Soon....

2026 High Holidays 5787

Our High Holiday and Ritual Committees
are planning a beautiful holiday season this year.

SELICHOT:
Sat., Sept. 5, services/program & time TBA

ROSH HASHANAH:
Fri. night, Sept 11, 7:00 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 12, 9:00 a.m.
Tashlikh followed by Minhah and Arvit at the riverfront, time TBA
Sun, Sept. 13, 10:00 a.m. followed by lunch

YOM KIPPUR:
Sun., Sept. 20, Kol Nidre, time TBA
Mon., Sept. 21, 9:00 a.m. with Yizkor following Torah Service
Minhah, Ne’ilah, & Break the Fast, time TBA.

Sukkot:

Fri., Sept. 25, time TBA
Sat., Sept. 26, 9:30 a.m., Sun., Sept. 27, 9:30 a.m.

Shemini Atzeret:
Sat., Oct 3, 9:30 a.m., Yizkor following Torah Service

Simchat Torah:
Sat. evening, Oct. 3, time TBA
Sun., Oct. 4, 9:30 a.m.
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Please note new date: June 17, 2026

Temple Israel of Riverhead
Annual Meeting
Will be held online via Zoom

Installation of Officers & Trustees.
Come meet our Board, our committee chairs,
and learn about everything that is going on in our temple.
Voice your opinion. Get involved. No cover.

Wednesday, June 17, 2026, 7:00 pm
Instructions to enter the zoom meeting
will be included in the mail with your proxy

4 of July Weekend BBQ

Good food, good company,
good times

Join us on
Friday, July 3, 2026
5:30 p.m.

\BBQ followed by Kaballat Shabbat

Sponsorship available — contact Jaime Siegel

This is a fee event,
however, reservations are required.
RSVP
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TODAH RABAH!

Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead

Donation—In memory of Chay Fried, Sister of Richard Richter—Jaime Siegel

Donation—In memory of Bernice Feldman, Aunt of Abigail Moore—Jaime

Siegel

Yahrzeit for Gregory Maruna, Son of Janet Maruna

Yahrzeit for Kenneth Klein, Brother of Alice Ganz

Yahrzeit for Irving Siegel, Father of Jaime Siegel

Yahrzeit for Harry Prussick, Father of Kelly Keenan Rosati

Yahrzeit for Lena Alpert, Grandmother of Cynthia Alpert

Yahrzeit for Irwin Thompson, Father of Lori Thompson

Yahrzeit for Sondra Thompson, Mother of Lori Thompson

Yahrzeit for Jerry Ritigsten, Husband of Hinda Ritigsten

Yahrzeit for Harry Goldstein—Josh Printz

Yahrzeit for Esther Goldstein—1Josh Printz

Yahrzeit for Florence Abrams, Mother of Harley Abrams

Yahrzeit for Herman Zipser, Father of Marcia Hefter

Yahrzeit for Benjamin(Poppa) Kutlow, Grandfather of Jocelyn Tobin

=
JJERI.ISALEM MEMORIAL CHAPELS

Healing Begins with Jerusalem Memorial Chapels

XX

’ 2 u
10th.
Traditional Jewish Funeral Services Available
WINNER,

ael 516.418.7000
Xjmchapels.com (Call or text)
‘ Adam Novak
Funeral Director

JERUSALEM MEMORIAL CHAPELS « 3026 Hempstead Turnpike, Levittown, NY 11756

/ SPECIALISTS IN TOTAL INDOOR COMFORT \

WEBER & GRAHN

Air Conditioning & Heating

(631) 728-1050

Temple Israel of Riverhead

216 E. Montauk Hwy. Lawrence Grahn
meton Bays, NY 11946 President /
June 2026



. Adult Wit
(@ ClaSSQS Rabbi Rascoe
i/

Jewish Philosophy

-

Join Rabbi Rascoe and explore Jewish Philosophy via Zoom. Classes will be held at 6
PM on Tuesdays. We are currently discussing Rabbi Irving Greenberg, The Triumph of Life.

Talmud Classes: Tractate Pesahim

Rabbi Rascoe's Talmud classes are studying Tractate Pesahim via Zoom, at 6 PM. This
class meets on Wednesdays. There is always review, and no advance reading is required.
Attendees receive an introduction to Talmudic logic, thought, and law.

Bible Study: Exodus

Rabbi Rascoe will be holding these classes via Zoom, at 6:30 PM on Thursdays .

New Class: The Prophets

Rabbi Rascoe has added a class on the Prophets. This class meets on Wednesdays, via
Zoom, at 7:30 PM. The first prophet discussed will be Amos.

Interfaith Bible Class

The Interfaith Bible Class will meet via Zoom from 9:30-11:30 AM. Please contact the
Rabbi for information and the link.

Please note: Congregants will receive emailed instructions for attending Rabbi Rascoe's
classes via Zoom. Classes may be cancelled when the class decides to take a break, and you
may come late or leave early. Contact Rabbi Rascoe for more information.
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Our Judaica Shop
If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-

der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are
all there. Contact Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191, with any requests.

(Rabbi—continued from page 2)

Candle Light-

Another interesting story, also with a religious nod, concerns Harry ing Times
Burn, age 24, who changed his anti-suffrage vote in the Tennessee
State Legislature from “No,” which resulted in a tie, to “Yes” the 6/5 8:05 PM
next day, because his mother, Phoebe Ensminger Burn, sent him a
note and told him to do so, and to make Carrie Chapman Catt 6/12 8:09 PM
proud. This made Tennessee the 36" state to ratify the 19" _
Amendment and took it over the threshold for passing. 6/19 8:12 PM

| : , 6/26 8:13 PM
n a great irony, the first woman elected to Congress was Jeanette

Rankin from Montana in 1916, before the passage of the 19" 7/3 812 PM
Amendment. She actively championed suffrage. But the first wom-
an elected after its passage was Alice Mary Robertson from Okla- 7/10 8:10 PM
homa. She was anti-suffrage, so when she was asked about repre- )
senting women in Congress, she replied, “I came to Congress to 7n7 8:06 PM
represent my district, not women.” She also was the first woman to 7/24 8:01 PM
preside over a House proceeding. '

Philanthropy © Public Service ® Volunteering

We know what it takes to make a strong
Jewish community.
Doing our job well is just the beginning.

We believe 1o be a good funeral director, you should serve the community in times of growth
and happiness as well as times of grief. It's not surprising we’'ve served the Jewish eommunity for
over 100 years. How we've served is the surprising part. David Rubin and his entire staff work
tirelessly in serving the Jewish community, but then, that’s part of our philosophy and tradition.

We believe to be a good funeral director, you should serve and give back to the community.

21 E. Deer Park Road, Dix Hills (631) 499-6060
55 North Station Plaza, Great Neck (516) 487-8600
46 Greenwich Street, Hempstead (516) 486-2500
1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn (718) 377-8610
114-03 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills (718) 263-5365
\ 21 W. Broad Street, Mt. Vernon (914) 664-2062 :,,'“',.."-s,,_’
Dawvid M. Rubin 4714 Okeechobee Blvd., West Palm Beach, FL..  (561) 966-5217 = m "3
Funeral Director, 223() Hollywood Blvel., Hollywood, FL. (954) 921-1776 vl
Vice President  auga®

WWW.Ajmorris.com

PrePlan - call for information Monuments by 1J. MORRIS, INC,
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Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel

TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer.

Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel.

Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-

4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as
the recipient.

Plant a Tree in Israel

Trees far Tsrael

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact
Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191. All checks should
be made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal
from our website.

Dryer Vent Cleaning

HVAC Duct Cleaning

Ductless Mini-Split Cleaning

Bathroom Fan Cleaning

Building Shaft Cleaning

Vo

WE DO VENTS.

goventright

() (516) 430-5503
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An Easy Way to Help TI—6o Food Shopping!

Gift cards are now availa- ~O*- Please contact Lorraine
ble for most major super- |\ AR Richter (631-553-7635)
markets: U - e or the Temple office to
CURSSL oo, arrange a purchase. The

. LR total profit from card

» ShopRite [ sales is donated to the

. I\ WU oeneral fund each year.
Stop & Shop Please support this silent

. King Kullen \ e fundraiser.

Leaves on the Tree of Life

An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information.

Richmond Realty Corp

889 Harrison Avenue, Second Floor ¢ Riverhead, NY 119071
631-727-5500

ww.richmondreallycorp.cnm

Specializing In East End Real Estate

#Mew Construcion #Custorm Homes #Commercial Construction

#Office Renovations #Develnpment #|nvestment Properties

The Israel Tamily
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- Where to purchase kosher food locally

iy Goldberg's Bagels & Deli, at 65 Main St, Westhampton Beach, has a

—

- .= i?" wide selection of kosher bagels and appetizing available. The bagels are
only kosher if not sliced, and only the lox that is marked kosher is ko-
sher. they also carry some other marked packaged items that are certified kosher.

Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision.

BJ’s and Costco carry some kosher cookies in their bakeries. Some are pareve and some
are dairy.

000000000000 O0Do0Do0DO0DO0DO0DO0DO0DO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0DO0DO0DO0DDO0DO0ODDOOOOOO0OO0DO0ODO0DDODDODODDODOOOOOoOOoao

Did you know?

For a donation of only $180.00,
you could sponsor the rabbi’s sermon
on any Shabbat!

You choose the subject, or the teaching, with
Rabbi Rascoe’s approval.

For a donation of $360, if you’d like,
we offer a Shabbat service without a sermon.

Ooo0oo0ooo0oOooOo0DoDoDOo0o0OoooDoooooao

Qg Beach Bakery Suianclifg e
220 '#-";f;iﬁ OR. D cate is Spuinklers %

tf/

% N)OW KOSHER Irrigation Specialists
}.

22355 County Road 48, Unit #22

Cutchogue, NY 11935 TERRANCE P. MARTIN
www.beachbakery.com (631) 734-6395 FAX (631) 734-8821

112 Main 1. Westhamptan Beach, NY 11978 (631} 288 - 6552 or (631) 288 - (oke
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YAHRZEITS

We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing.
May their memories be a blessing.

June

2-Jun Louis Elphand
2-Jun Conrad Gaster
2-Jun Sidney Klein
2-Jun Harry Lefkowitz
3-Jun Bella Kagan
5-Jun Ida Crowitz
5-Jun Sylvia Orland
6-Jun Jeffrey Siegel
7-Jun Edward Anker
7-Jun Max Korus
7-Jun Etta Sonkin
8-Jun Morris Itkin
8-Jun Bella Kaplan
8-Jun Max Weiner
9-Jun Helen Hochheiser
10-Jun Minnie Weiner
11-Jun Sam Harding
11-Jun Sanford Hefter
11-Jun Irving Squires
12-Jun Lillian Goldstein
12-Jun Julius Sacks
14-Jun William Bloom
14-Jun Lillian Hefter
14-Jun Charles Karlin
14-Jun Lillie Tobin

Sivan 17
Sivan 17
Sivan 17
Sivan 17
Sivan 18
Sivan 20
Sivan 20
Sivan 21
Sivan 22
Sivan 22
Sivan 22
Sivan 23
Sivan 23
Sivan 23
Sivan 24
Sivan 25
Sivan 26
Sivan 26
Sivan 26
Sivan 27
Sivan 27
Sivan 29
Sivan 29
Sivan 29
Sivan 29

Temple Israel of Riverhead

Sivan/Tammuz 5786

16-Jun Irving Acard
16-Jun Benjamin Schneider
17-Jun Abraham Goldstein

19-Jun Samuel William Goldberg

20-Jun Harry Cohen
20-Jun Matilda Friedenberg
20-Jun Herbert Heller
21-Jun Isabelle M. Caplan
21-Jun Marcel Israel
22-Jun Jean Belanger
24-Jun Lena Dresher
24-Jun Robert Okin
25-Jun Lena Berg
25-Jun Sophie Grossman
29-Jun Gussie Greenberg
29-Jun Evelyn Matles
29-Jun Jerome Wimpfheimer
30-Jun Ruth Sonkin
1-Jul Sabina Horowitz
1-Jul Ruth Rothman
1-Jul David Siegel
2-Jul Dr. Schnapp, Max
3-Jul Vera-Jean Brown
4-Jul Rose Mathews
5-Jul Jacob Korosteshevsky

Tammuz 1
Tammuz 1
Tammuz 2
Tammuz 4
Tammuz 5
Tammuz 5
Tammuz 5
Tammuz 6
Tammuz 6
Tammuz 7
Tammuz 9
Tammuz 9
Tammuz 10
Tammuz 10
Tammuz 14
Tammuz 14
Tammuz 14
Tammuz 15
Tammuz 16
Tammuz 16
Tammuz 16
Tammuz 17
Tammuz 18
Tammuz 19
Tammuz 20
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For Information:

Advertising and
Public Relations

Barbara Smith

631-664-6584

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584
Bulletin Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985
nyclincoln@aol.com

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11
Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10
Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985
Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985
Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985
High Holidays

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608

Judaica Shop

Carole Jones

631-727-3191

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985
Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584
President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985
Programs and Events

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10
Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985
Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042

Temple Office

Carole Jones

631-727-3191

Trees in Israel

Carole Jones

631-727-3191

Tree of Life

Phyllis Van Dyne

631-734-7511

Supermarket
Certificates

Carole Jones (Office)
Lorraine Richter

631-727-3191
631-653-9028

Temple Israel of Riverhead
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Officers:
President Jaime Siegel

Ist Vice President Barbara Smith

Treasurer Richard Israel
Secretary Linda Prizer
Trustees:

Harley Abrams

Robert Brown

Lisa Israel
Lorraine Richter

Abigail Moore

Bulletin Committee:

Gary Siegel Barbara Smith

Jaime Siegel

June 2026
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TIME-SENSITIVE MAIL
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

—

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

THE LNITED SYMAGOGUE
PREFEUI AN EE00 200

OTH TENG T W0

June 17 Annual Board Meeting

July 3 July 4th Weekend BBQ

July 22-23 Tisha B’Av

Sept. 5 Selichot

Sept. 11-13 Rosh Hashannah

Many adult classes are being offered with Rabbi Rascoe. See inside for details.
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http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

