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Before I left for Phoenix, 
the temperature in River-
head rose. Scarlett com-
plained about the house 
temperature.  
 
As usual, I had trouble 
switching one thermostat 
upstairs from heat to air-
conditioning. In Phoenix, 

every day was more than 100 degrees. 
 
Temperature. We measure it with a thermome-
ter, but in the house and car we adjust it with a 
thermostat (thankfully fewer have mercury these 
days).  
 
A thermostat contains a thermometer or sensor 
by which it registers the current temperature. 
When we donôt like the current thermometer 
reading, we adjust the thermostat to change the 
temperature (alas, we can only warm the earthôs 
temperature over time). A thermometer is static; 
a thermostat is dynamic. The former merely ex-
ists; the latter customizes and transforms. 
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In a way, weôre like thermometers and ther-
mostats. Like thermometers, some of us con-
form to the world and its views. Like thermo-
stats, some want to transform ourselves and 
the world.  
 
Some people want everything to remain sta-
tionary. Some want to remake everything like 
themselves, while some want to transform 
the world into something better for everyone. 
The world needs those who want things to 
remain the same and those who want to bet-
ter the status quo. 

 
All are dangerous when unchecked, espe-
cially from a Jewish perspective. Weôre 
Godôs partners. God left the world incom-
plete for us either to better it and turn it into 
Godôs vision, or to exploit it and turn it into a 
lesser version of what can be.  
 
Some want change now, and permit every-
thing if it gets us to the goal sooner, including 
trampling over other people and/or the earth. 
Others want no change at all.  
 
The Jewish way is to transform the world 
slowly into something better, not only be-
cause we donôt always know what changes 
we should make, but it allows people to ad-
just over time and to hurt fewer people in the 
process. 
 

Halakhah, the Jewish way of life, has been 
the process for 2000 years. Modernity has 
changed the base. Some want to jettison 
halakhah. Others want it to remain un-
changed. Still others want to force change 
immediately.  
 
Jewish tradition always has recognized 
change. The beauty of the system is to be 
conservative while still recognizing the need 
to change.  
 
As we gradually adjust, we better realize 
what needs to be transformed. By moving 
slowly, we recognize which changes are 
beneficial, and which are merely trendy and 
not good in the long run. Taking our time 
lets us constantly reevaluate. Does the law 
further our ideals or hamper their achieve-
ment? Does it better the world or debase it? 
Does it ennoble or deprave us? 
 
Halakhah involves the complicated interplay 
of values and deeds in every aspect of life, 
not just in what we call religion. We study in 
order to do. We follow law in order to do. 
Study and law without doing is antithetical to 
both. Doing without study and law is danger-
ous. 

 
Over the summer, I encourage you to ex-
plore your Judaism and to dive more deeply 

²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ōǳȅ ŀ ŎŀǊ ŀǘ !ǇǇƭŜ IƻƴŘŀΣ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ϷмллΦлл Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ 

мотр hƭŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ wƻŀŘ 
wƛǾŜǊƘŜŀŘΣ bΦ¸ммфлм 

tƘƻƴŜ όсомύ тнт-лррр 
CŀȄ όсомύ тнт-упро 

In Memory of  

Segal  

From Siegel  
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