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Rabbi’s Reflections: 
 Consideration, 
Empathy, Kindness 

 
Silas Herbert Hunt was 
the first African American 
student admitted to a post
-Reconstructionist major 
Southern college: Univer-
sity of Arkansas Law 

School.  
 
A World War II veteran wounded in action, he 
completed his education at Arkansas Agricultur-
al, Mechanical and Normal College. He planned 
to use state aid to go to Indiana University Law 
School under a program that paid for Black stu-
dents to go out-of-state if they couldn’t get an 
education in-state.  
 
After a classmate was rejected elsewhere, and 
with desegregation now an option, though still 
under separate but equal (only graduate school 
qualified since Black colleges provided an equal 
undergraduate education), he applied in Arkan-
sas.  
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(Rabbi—continued from page 1) 

Law School Dean Robert A. Lefler de-
cided the school wouldn’t survive a 
lawsuit, so, on their terms, they should 
slowly admit African Americans. 
 
Silas applied and was admitted. Some 
students met him at the train station to 
welcome him, and the expected pro-
tests never happened. His classes 
met in the basement, the faculty went 
down there after teaching the regular 
class. A few students joined him, 
which led to complete integration. Un-
fortunately, he withdrew after 1½ se-
mesters due to TB and died less than 
a year later.* 
 
Students who met him at the station 
and took classes with him went out of 
their way to show solidarity. They 
clearly thought about showing concern 
and then acted kindly to someone who 
needed it. For Hunt it didn’t have long-
term implications, it did for others as it 
repeated elsewhere and broke down 
barriers, opening the “golden door.” 
 
We live in polarized times. Demon-

strating kindness and showing con-
cern is rare as we retreat to our echo 
chambers.  
 
Claiming moral superiority yet refus-
ing to engage with others and reject-
ing knowledge demolishes any claim 
to morality and knowledge. Life rarely 
is so black and white that we can, or 
should, refuse to engage with others. 
 
Yet, we do just this; in fact, people 
even move to ensure that they live 
with like-minded persons. We erect 
barriers rather than break them with 
dialogue, which by definition requires 
interchange with another person. To-
day, we require the same kind of 
courage that was shown then. Sensi-
tivity to others by consideration, em-
pathy and kindness needs to make a 
comeback. 
 
*The story took on a life of its own, 
morphing into Hunt meeting Rev. Dr. 
Mordecai Wyatt Johnson on a train. 
The famed educator and pastor, and 
the first African American president of 

When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel 
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Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 

 
Donation—Paul Nadel 

Donation Jaime's journal—Anne Sanders Jacobs and the Sanders family 

In honor of Jaime for all that he does & all that he is —Allen & Lee Silver  

Yahrzeit for Frances Siegel—Aunt of Jaime Siegel 

Yahrzeit for Jean & William Schulman—Linda Schulman, Susan Schulman & 
Lenore Treiman  

Yahrzeit for Dorothy Marchbein—Mother of Harvey 

Yahrzeit for Flora Raffe—Mother of Charles Raffe 

Yahrzeit for Adam Rossano—Nephew of Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Kagan 
 
Trees for Israel: 

In honor of Jaime Siegel—Thomas Deland 
 
Kol Nidre: 5786 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Levine 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Richter 

 

 

TODAH RABAH! 
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Talmud Classes: Tractate Pesahim  
 

Rabbi Rascoe's Talmud classes are studying Tractate Pesahim via Zoom, at 6 PM. This 
class meets on Wednesdays. There is always review, and no advance reading is required. 
Attendees receive an introduction to Talmudic logic, thought, and law. 

Interfaith Bible Class 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet via Zoom  from 9:30-11:30 AM. Please contact the 
Rabbi for information and the link.  

Bible Study: Exodus 
 

Rabbi Rascoe will be holding these classes via Zoom, at 6:30 PM on Thursdays .  

Jewish Philosophy 
 
Join Rabbi Rascoe and explore Jewish Philosophy via Zoom. Classes will be held at  6 
PM on Tuesdays. We are currently discussing Eugene B. Borowitz's Liberal Judaism.  

Please note: Congregants will receive emailed instructions for attending Rabbi Rascoe's 
classes via Zoom. Classes may be cancelled when the class decides to take a break, and you 
may come late or leave early. Contact Rabbi Rascoe for more information.  
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Candle Light-
ing Times 

1/2 4:22 PM 

1/9 4:28 PM 

1/16 4:36 PM 

1/23 4:44 PM 

1/30 4:53 PM 

2/6 5:01 PM 

2/13 5:10 PM 

2/20 
2/27 

5:18 
5:26 

PM 
PM 

(Rabbi—continued from page 2) 

Howard University, encouraged him to face the pres-
sure, which turned out to be students who greeted 
him. While most of the student body accepted Hunt 
in principle, only a few actually helped him. Johnson 
met another student on a train ride to Washington, 
D.C., helping that student attend college, which 
probably was conflated with this story. 
 
+ The term “golden door” became an immigrant sym-
bol for the welcome gate to Ellis Island. The phrase 
occurs in Emma Lazarus’s poem, “The New Colos-
sus” which appears on the Statue of Liberty as it 
greeted them in NY Harbor. 

Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. Contact Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191, with any requests.  
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 Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 
 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 

Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact 
Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191. All checks should 
be made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 
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An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping! 

Please contact Lorraine 
Richter (631-553-7635) 
or the Temple office to 
arrange a purchase. The 
total profit from card 
sales is donated to the 
general fund each year. 
Please support this silent 
fundraiser. 

Gift cards are now availa-
ble for most major super-
markets: 

  

• ShopRite 

• Stop & Shop  

• King Kullen 

Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces 
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and 
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost 
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis  
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information. 
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 Did you know? 

For a donation of only $180.00, 
you could sponsor the rabbi ’s sermon 

on any Shabbat! 
 

You choose the subject, or the teaching, with  
Rabbi Rascoe’s approval. 

 

 
 

For a donation of $360, if you’d like,  
we offer a Shabbat service without a sermon.  

Where to purchase kosher food locally 

Goldberg's Bagels & Deli, at  65 Main St, Westhampton Beach, has a 
wide selection of kosher bagels and appetizing available.  

The Mill Road Cheese Shop, Westhampton Beach, (631) 998- 0483, now carries some 
kosher items. 

Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision.  

BJ’s and Costco also have pareve cookies in their bakeries.  
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
  January/February      Tevet/Shevat/Adar 5786  

1-Jan Sylvia Hagler Tevet 12  
1-Jan Anna Saffer Tevet 12  
2-Jan Rona Goldstein Tevet 13  
2-Jan Laurence Kleidman Tevet 13  
2-Jan Phil Muehlenthal Tevet 13  
3-Jan Steven Hefter Tevet 14  
4-Jan Hyman Reich Tevet 15  
4-Jan Marc Richter Tevet 15  
4-Jan Gloria Weissman Tevet 15  
5-Jan Joseph Knopfler Tevet 16  
5-Jan Eva Schmilowitz Tevet 16  
5-Jan Rose Wasserman Tevet 16  
5-Jan Meryl Zaglin Tevet 16  
6-Jan Jacob B. Mathews Tevet 17  
7-Jan Yudel Velvel (Joel) Frank Tevet 18  
8-Jan Bernard Besserman Tevet 19  
8-Jan Sarah Goldstein Tevet 19  
8-Jan Anna Mottus Tevet 19  
8-Jan Abraham Salpeter Tevet 19  
8-Jan Alice Schwartz Tevet 19  
9-Jan Ida Kaiden Tevet 20  

10-Jan Barnet Finkelstein Tevet 21  
10-Jan Jean Schulman Tevet 21  
11-Jan Nettie Carlson Tevet 22  
11-Jan Samuel Finkelstein Tevet 22  
12-Jan Philip Schiff Tevet 23  
13-Jan Henry S. Cohen Tevet 24  
14-Jan Noah J. Donner Tevet 25  
14-Jan Simon Goldberg Tevet 25  
14-Jan Morris Silver Tevet 25  
15-Jan Dr. Marie Solow Quasha Tevet 26  
16-Jan Hyman Goldstein Tevet 27  
16-Jan Rachel Leavitt Tevet 27  
17-Jan Mary B. Frank Tevet 28  
17-Jan Sherwood Goldstein Tevet 28  
17-Jan Betty Merkin Tevet 28  

18-Jan Beverly Herzog Tevet 29  
18-Jan Barry Kaplan Tevet 29  
19-Jan Rebecca Chizever Shevat 1  
19-Jan Rebecca Frank Shevat 1  
19-Jan Hilda Moiseff Shevat 1  
20-Jan Isaac Segal Shevat 2  
21-Jan Mercedes Diamond Shevat 3  
21-Jan Barnett S. Golding Shevat 3  
21-Jan Carole Roth Shevat 3  
22-Jan Harry Finkelstein Shevat 4  
22-Jan Herbert Goldstein Shevat 4  
23-Jan Steven Zaglin Shevat 5  
25-Jan Clara Fishtahl Shevat 7  
25-Jan Irwin Garsten Shevat 7  
25-Jan Ellen Sonkin Shevat 7  
26-Jan Alexander Colbert Shevat 8  
26-Jan Lottie Goldstein Shevat 8  
26-Jan Max Hagler Shevat 8  
26-Jan Leon Silver Shevat 8  
27-Jan Ethel Abrams Shevat 9  
27-Jan Beulah Weiss Shevat 9  
28-Jan Mae Berk Shevat 10  
28-Jan Fannie Sacks Shevat 10  
29-Jan Yetta Hagler Shevat 11  
30-Jan Frances Dresher Shevat 12  
30-Jan Rose Harding Shevat 12  
30-Jan Helene Miller Shevat 12  
30-Jan Millie Perkal Shevat 12  
31-Jan Levi Grossman Shevat 13  
31-Jan Richard Traum Shevat 13  
1-Feb Leo Fromberg Shevat 14  
2-Feb Harry Goldstein Shevat 15  
2-Feb Masha Goldstein Shevat 15  
2-Feb Robert Morgan Shevat 15  
2-Feb Dorothy Siegel Shevat 15  
2-Feb Mabel Usher Shevat 15  
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
  January/February      Tevet/Shevat/Adar 5786  

3-Feb Leo Ganz Shevat 16  
5-Feb Phyllis Besserman Shevat 18  
5-Feb Minnie Carchman Shevat 18  
5-Feb Clare Tannenbaum Shevat 18  
6-Feb Samuel Moskowitz Shevat 19  
7-Feb Priscilla Gradus McGrath Shevat 20  
8-Feb Sandra Cohen Shevat 21  
8-Feb Lena Moskowitz Shevat 21  
8-Feb Dr. Sol N. Quasha Shevat 21  
9-Feb Max Goldstein Shevat 22  

10-Feb Nathan Buxbaum Shevat 23  
10-Feb Helene Gerard Shevat 23  
10-Feb Raymond Zaglin Shevat 23  
11-Feb Doris Edwards Shevat 24  
11-Feb Vera Leibo Shevat 24  
13-Feb Annie Cohen Shevat 26  
13-Feb Robin Prussick Jacobs Shevat 26  
13-Feb Charles Raffe Shevat 26  
14-Feb Tessie Kanon Shevat 27  
14-Feb Charles Marchbein Shevat 27  
14-Feb Isidore Prizer Shevat 27  
14-Feb Herschel Rolnick Shevat 27  
14-Feb Teri Shinder Shevat 27  
15-Feb Amalia Gaster Shevat 28  
15-Feb Paul Lowy Shevat 28  
15-Feb Michael Daniel Muller Shevat 28  
16-Feb Robert Sacks Shevat 29  
17-Feb Sadie Barbanel Shevat 30  
18-Feb Marsha Leviloff Adar 1  
18-Feb Florence Schiff Adar 1  
18-Feb Jeanette Starkman Adar 1  
19-Feb Nathan Gradus Adar 2  
19-Feb Esther Grossman Adar 2  
19-Feb Albert Israel Adar 2  
19-Feb Mary Prussick Adar 2  
19-Feb Anna Schiff Adar 2  

20-Feb Roberta Lois Gorenfeld Adar 3  
20-Feb Betty Lehrer Adar 3  
20-Feb Milton Weixelbaum Adar 3  
21-Feb Morris Glickstein Adar 4  
21-Feb Fraidl Michaelson Adar 4  
21-Feb Barnett Raffe Adar 4  
22-Feb Shirley Elphand Adar 5  
22-Feb Herbert Gradus, Adar 5  
22-Feb Isaac Israel Adar 5  
23-Feb Albert Bernstein Adar 6  
23-Feb Doug Cohen Adar 6  
23-Feb Lawrence Colbert Adar 6  
23-Feb Basi Korosteshevsky Adar 6  
23-Feb Samuel Sanders Adar 6  
24-Feb Jack Goldstein Adar 7  
24-Feb Harry Oppenheimer Adar 7  
25-Feb Fanny Glickstein Adar 8  
25-Feb Samuel Levine Adar 8  
25-Feb Anna Sigal Adar 8  
25-Feb Dora Weiss Adar 8  
26-Feb Ida Cohen Adar 9  
26-Feb Richard Katz Adar 9  
27-Feb Eva Goldberg Adar 10  
27-Feb Sadie Sandberg Adar 10  
27-Feb Joseph Sigal Adar 10  
28-Feb Mollie Kaplan Adar 11  

1-Mar Israel Edelman Adar 12  
1-Mar Shirley Rothenstein Adar 12  
2-Mar Solomon Raffe Adar 13  
2-Mar Samuel Steiner Adar 13  
2-Mar Nathan Tobin Adar 13  
3-Mar Marcia Besserman Adar 14  
3-Mar Helena Finkelstein Adar 14  
3-Mar Ernest Schmalz Adar 14  
3-Mar Lillian Smith Adar 14  
4-Mar Neddie Sturm Adar 15  
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 17 January/February 2026 

 

For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Bulletin Jaime Siegel 
nyclincoln@aol.com 

631-653-3985 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

High Holidays   

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608 

Judaica Shop Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042 

Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Trees in Israel Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Supermarket 
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 

631-727-3191 
631-653-9028 

Officers:  

President Jaime Siegel 

1st Vice President Barbara Smith 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 
  

Linda Prizer 

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams  

Robert Brown   

Lisa Israel  

Lorraine Richter  

Abigail Moore   

  

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Gary Siegel Barbara Smith 

Jaime Siegel  

  

  



Temple Israel of Riverhead 18 January/February 2026 

 

Temple Israel of Riverhead 
490 Northville  Turnpike 
P.O . Box 1531 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
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TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
 
 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS  

January 1 New Year’s Day 

January 9 Shabbat Dinner  

February 6 Tu B’Shevat Seder 

February 6 Shabbat Dinner 

February 16 Presidents’ Day 

Many adult classes are being offered with Rabbi Rascoe. See inside for details.  

http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

