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A Message From Our Rabbi 

Dear Friends, 

 Congratulations to the 

entire Temple family on a 

wonderful holiday season. It 

was great to see so many of 

you, and I hope that the joy 

of hagim resounds through-

out the coming year. 

 

 As we say goodbye to 

Tishre, we say hello to the 

month of Cheshvan, or Mar 

Cheshvan. It is the eighth 

month of the lunar calendar, and it is distinguished 

from the other months of the year in that there are ab-

solutely no holidays ï major or minor ï to be found 

within. The long form of the name is from the Akka-

dian warch sheman, which would be yareach shemini 

in Hebrew, and means simply the eighth month. But 

we didnôt as a people always have Akkadian diction-

Rabbi William Siemers 

(Continued on page 2) 

Beginning on November 11, Shabbat Services will return to 5:30 PM , to be 

followed by a Shabbat dinner. Anyone wishing to contribute toward or sponsor 

this meal, please contact Jaime or Richard.  
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aries at our fingertips, so several folk-

etymologies have been passed down. 

Some say that it is the lack of holidays, as 

well as the memory of unpleasant things 

that fell during Cheshvan (such as the 

flood), which accounts for the adjective 

mar which connotes bitterness (think of 

the seder). On a more positive note, the 

full name of Mar Cheshvan, when heard 

through the lens of modern Hebrew, 

sounds like ñMr. Cheshvanò, as though the 

month was in some manner more formal 

than the eleven months which we seem to 

know on a first-name basis. Cheshvan re-

ceives the honorific as compensation for 

being the one month of the year without a 

(Rabbiðcontinued from page 1) 

holiday. I particularly like the idea of ñMr. 

Cheshvan,ò and I think it is useful as a re-

minder that the rhythms of daily Jewish 

life, apart from the holidays, are a signifi-

cant source of meaning and strength. Our 

endless task of expanding the boundaries 

of holiness is not less urgent on a cloudy 

November morning than it is at Kol Nidre. 

Empty boxes on the calendar are a bless-

ing when they remind us that time and 

space are for us to fill. Welcome, Mr. 

Cheshvan. 

 

BôShalom 

 

Rabbi Siemers       

 

You can make any 

contribution to Temple 

Israel through our 

website. Just go to  

www.templeisraelriverhead.org, and 

select Paypal under the Support Us 

button. You will be given the oppor-

tunity to enter the dollar amount, and 

the purpose of your donation.  

Our Website Has a New Look 
 

 

Itôs time to visit us at www.TempleisraelRiverhead.org. 

Weôve made some sweeping organizational changes, and 

expanded our entire website. Itôs easier to access infor-

mation and pictures about our Temple, too.  
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Shop a little, eat a little, 
give a littleé

at
Temple Israelõs

Hanukkah Bazaar,
Pancake Breakfast

and
Blood Drive

Sunday, December 4, 2011

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

In the Social Hall

Reservations:

Please call the Temple office for breakfast 

reservations, so our chefs can prepare appropriately.
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Nella Hahn, LCSW 

212-888-2888 NELHAHN@AOL.COM 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

GROUPS          INDIVIDUALS          COUPLES 

Our Judaica Shop 
If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself or for a gift, you will find them right in the Tem-

ple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them displayed in the 

Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat To Go, kipot, Seder and matzoh 

plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candle sticks are all there.  

 

Annette Grubman and Phyllis Van Dyne operate the Temple's Shop, acquiring new items sever-

al times a year. These dedicated ladies will also fill special orders; if you see something you'd like, 

they can get it for you. Or, if you need ideas for a gift, they will be happy to suggest something in 

your price range, perfect for your occasion and recipient. For more information and personal ser-

vice, just call Annette at 631-765-2351 or Phyllis at 631-734-7511. 

Hanukkah Menorah 
Lighting 

 

Please join us for our annual 

menorah lighting at River-

front Park on Wednesday, 

December 21st, at 6:00 PM.  

 

 
 

Hanukkah ñTo Doò List: (Humorous)  
 

] Make candles for menorah. 

] Make gelt with antique candy molds and gold leaf. 

] Pick apples from orchard and make applesauce for lat-

kes. 

] Carve dreidels out of pine trees in front yard. 

] Decorate table with individual braided challah. 

] Make gifts:  Rinse a Manischevitz bottle and remove 

label.... 

 

Aren't you glad Martha Stewart isn't Jewish? 

 
(From www.haruth.com/jhumor)  
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Kol Nidre Appeal 
 
As we move into 5772, we continue to need  our membership and friends to 

preserve the health and well-being of our beloved temple. It is a tradition in 

congregations to establish a Kol Nidre Appeal Fund; at Temple Israel this 

fund is vital to help supplement the dues and thus cover our operating expenses. Therefore, we 

ask each one of you, if you have not already donated, to be as generous as possible, in order that 

our temple may continue to meet the growing needs of the Jewish community. 

 

Please forward your check, payable to Temple Israel Kol Nidre Fund, to: Temple Israel of River-

head, P.O. Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901. You can also pay online using PayPal. Thank you. 

Diane Richter to be Honored  
 

Diane Richter has been named Love of a Lifetime by the Pioneer Chapter of Suf-

folk Region Hadassah. She will receive the award at a luncheon on Monday, No-

vember 14, 2011, held at Temple Isaiah in Stony Brook. If you would like to join 

us, the cost for luncheon is $25, due by October 23rd. Doors will open at 9:30 AM 

for boutiques, with luncheon at 10:45. For more info contact Sheila Muller at  631-

722-4711. 

 

At the same luncheon, Hadassah will honor our youth group, Shalom Teens, with 

their Myrtle Wreath Award.  

November Shabbat Dinner Sponsors 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us. Contact Jaime Siegel at 631-653-3985 if you are interested in spon-

soring a dinner.  

November 11 Segal & Siegel, in honor of our veterans 

November 25 Michael & Alice Ganz, in honor of Alice's birthday 
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Thoughts from a Congregant 
By Bruce Kagan 

 

 A clear voice resounded in the bright sunlight filtering through the stained glass 

windows of our newly-refurbished sanctuary. Rabbi Siemers joined in harmony, bal-

ancing the higher cantorial notes of Cantress Wagner. I was taken back to my youth, 

when I listened to the cantor chant with European accent and inflection. He would lift 

up his hands and  plead  to the Lord for our repentance and salvation for another year. 

 

 I have mixed feelings about my aging. I am uncomfortable about becoming 

somewhat ñgerm-phobicò and not wanting to shake peopleôs hands. On the other hand, 

I am able to see certain things more clearly and appreciate the work that others are do-

ing for me.  

 

 I would like to reflect on our recent High Holy Days celebration at Temple Israel 

of Riverhead. There are many people who have worked very hard ñbehind the scenesò 

to make our holiday observances meaningful and seamless. I am unable to name them 

all, but I want to thank them from the bottom of my heart. I would like to thank Rabbi 

Siemers and Cantress Wagner for what seemed like a superhuman effort of dovining for 

so many hours, most of which were done standing! They chanted clearly with emotion, 

and smiles on their faces. Their singing reflected a true labor of love. 

 

 I am very thankful to Harley Abrams, Lisa Israel, and Andrew Gordon, for their 

Haftorah chanting. We are very fortunate to have members who are knowledgeable and 

willing to take up this challenge. They do it graciously and masterfully. Thanks go to 

Annette Grubman and Karen Sulitzer for reading the Yiskor names, and to Annette for 

her work on the service in general. Thanks go out to the congregants who joined in 

with oral readings and other ñhonors.ò I want to extend a special thank you to Lisa Isra-

el, Barbara Smith, and Jaime Siegel for adding a youthful, positive, ñcan-doò personali-

ty to our synagogue. I must say that, after praying for almost 3 hours on a Sabbath, I 

barely have enough strength to make it down to the fine kiddush which Jaime has over-

seen. Thanks again, Jamie, for making sure we are all well-fed.  

 

 Barbara Smith spoke about our ñTemple Family.ò This tied in with the Rabbiôs 

sermon about coming to the synagogue as a direct expression of being Jewish. I have 

(Continued on next page) 
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belonged to Temple Israel since 1980, and I feel fortunate to have known many of the 

ñold timers.ò However, until the past 15 years or so, I have always felt I was ñjust a 

congregant,ò but not really a family member. This is not so any longer. This feeling  

comes with showing up and ñbeing countedò as a functioning member of the syna-

gogue. I now feel that I truly am a ñfamily member,ò and am accepted with my inter-

ests and eccentricities. It is a wonderful feeling to know that you ñhave a home here.ò  

  

 These High Holy Days had added meaning for me in that I held my departed 

brother Lenny in my hands as I prayed! Figuratively, Lenny was with me over the 

many hours, because his name was inscribed on the nameplate of the new prayer book 

which I held. This was a very special event for me. 

 

 The High Holy Day Service concluded on an unusual and awe-inspiring note 

with the chanting of Havdalah by colorful glowstick light! Very cool, and very differ-

ent! Just the way my Rabbi Bill Siemers likes it to be. Many thanks again to all for a 

wonderful High Holidays and for making our temple a family!  

      

 Footnote: Jaime, Steve Rosmarin, and I were talking to Cantress Wagner at the 

Tashlich service, raving about a PBS program which we had seen spotlighting a world-

famous cantor from N.Y.C., named Mendelson. He is a large man, much like Rabbi 

Gerlitz, who lives and breathes cantoring. His passion is contagious. Cantress Wagner 

said that she knows this all too well, since he was her teacher for two years when she 

was in training! His expression and passion for cantoring has carried forth in her song. 

Cantress Wagner is a very special person. Many congregants I have spoken with feel 

we should secure her services for next year as soon as possible, before she takes a job 

elsewhere and we miss out. 

(Continued from previous page) 
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Book Club 

 
 

 

 

 

Tuesday, January 10, 2012 at 6 PM 

Kosher Nation 
by  Sue Fiskoff  

Come join the Temple Israel book group! Cynthia Schulman will be hosting the 

meeting. A light dinner will be served. RSVP to Cynthia at 631-727-3568 or 

cynschul@optonline.net. 

Shalom Teens to be Honored 
 

The Shalom Teens will be receiving the Myrtle Wreath award at the Pioneer Chapter of 

Hadassah. The luncheon is on Monday, November 14, at Temple Isaiah in Stony 

Brook. The cost is $25 per person.  

 

 

Join us for a viewing of The Wave, followed by a panel discussion about the The Night 

of Broken Glass. This event will take place at Congregation Tifereth Israel in Green-

port on Sunday, Nov 6, 2011 at 1:30 PM.  

 

 

Contact Sheila Muller, at 7631-22-4711, or Barbara Sheryll, at 631-734-5242 for fur-

ther information about either of these events.  
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Inclement Weather 
Announcements  

 
In the event of bad weather, call the Temple at 631-727-3191 for an updated message. 

You can also listen to WALK radio at 97.5 FM, or point your web browser to 

www.walkradio.com to keep informed of closings and cancellations.  

Hand-painted glasses make a wonderful Ha-

nukkah gift  

Itôs not too late to purchase our beautiful hand-painted wine 

glasses, generously donated to Temple Israel by their de-

signer, member Lois Joseph.  

Contact Jaime Siegel at 653-3985 for more information. 

Last Call For Your Recipes  

We are still collecting recipes for our first Temple Israel of Riverhead cookbook 

fundraiser. Please submit all recipes by November 15. For more information con-

tact Terri Milligan at 631-924-2953 (dougmi@optonline.net). 
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Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 

An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of 

Life which graces our Social Hall is a 

joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-

vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a 

special birthday, and also a fitting trib-

ute to the memory of a loved one. The 

cost of a leaf is $180. For further infor-

mation, please contact Phyllis 

VanDyne at 734-7511. 

Kosher Food For Our Events 

Beach Bakery in Westhampton Beach is a kosher, dairy bakery all 

year, except during the summer, when pareve items are offered, al-

so. 

Bagel Patch, in Patchogue, frequently provides the food for our spe-

cial events. The Best Yet Market on Route 58 carries pareve cookies 

and cakes. BJôs and Costco also have pareve cookies in their baker-

ies, and the Riverhead Waldbaumôs bakery is kosher. 
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Golden Book Cards 
 

A thoughtful Golden Book card is a great 

way to say ñMazel Tov!," ñThinking of 

you," ñGet well soon," or ñYou have our 

sympathy." Itôs a special way to give 

your congratulations on a special event, 

or to convey sympathy and support. 

Wishes are inscribed each month in the 

Book of Remembrances. Minimum 

donation is $5 each.  

 

You can also purchase Golden Book 

cards for self-mailing, 5 for $18, not 

listed in the Bulletin.  

 

Contact Florence Abrams at 3905 

Amen Corner, Riverhead, NY 11901, 

727-3929. All checks should be made 

payable to Temple Israel of Riverhead. 

 

Temple Israel of Riverhead 
gratefully acknowledges a 

contribution to its Golden Book 

Donôt forget to mention the 

bulletin when patronizing 

our  advertisers!  


