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RABBI’S REFLECTIONS:  

Looking Back:  An Attack:  
A Chaplain’s Experience  

6:22 AM Sunday, October 
23, 1983. We should re-
member, but we forget. A 
truck bomb explodes. 
Lebanon: 241 USA mili-
tary dead. President 
Reagan said we’d never 
back down from terrorists. 
We left in 4 months. De-
fense Secretary Wein-
berger opposed being 

there;  he learned that we don't commit insuffi-
cient military forces to an ill-defined mission with 
no clear national interest or exit strategy. Spe-
cial Middle East Envoy Rumsfeld said it con-
vinced him that the best defense against terror-
ism is a good offense, "take the war to them...go 
after them where they...live...plan...hide, go after 
their finances...the people who harbor and as-
sist them."  Osama bin Laden told ABC News in 
1998, the U.S. response to the Beirut bombing 
showed "the decline of American power and the 
weakness of the American soldier, who is ready 
to wage cold wars but unprepared to fight long 
wars." This led to 9/11, Afghanistan, Iraq, etc. 
No wake-up call to a new threat replacing the 
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(Rabbi—continued from page 2) 

USSR: militant, fundamentalist Islam, 
which requires a new response. 
 
Rabbi Arnold E. Resnicoff was there. 
He wouldn’t return to his base on 
Shabbat after leading a memorial ser-
vice on Friday for Alan Soifert, a Ma-
rine shot by a sniper. Four days after 
the bombing, Vice President Bush, at 
the site, asked Rabbi Resnicoff to 
send a report of the attack and rescue 
effort to the White House. President 
Reagan read it to the nation. Full text 
and video are at  
http://www.resnicoff.net/
FalwellConvention.html. 
 
“One of the first to reach the building 
after the blast, I—along with Lieuten-
ant Commander George ("Pooch") 
Pucciarelli, the Catholic chap-
lain...faced a scene almost too terrible 
to describe. Bodies, and pieces of 
bodies, were everywhere. Screams of 
those injured or trapped were barely 
audible at first, as our minds struggled 

to grapple with the reality before us: a 
massive, four-story building reduced to 
a pile of rubble.... 
 
“There was a sense of God's pres-
ence...in the small miracles of life 
which we encountered in each body 
that...still had a breath within. But 
there was more of His presence...to 
keep our faith alive, in the heroism—
and in the humanity—of the men who 
responded to the cries for help.... 
 
“Certain images...stay with me,....a 
Marine...found a wad of money amidst 
the rubble. He held it at arm's length 
as if it were dirty and cried out for a 
match or lighter, so that it could be 
burned. No one...wanted to profit.... 
 
“Working with the wounded—
sometimes comforting...letting them 
know help was on the way; sometimes 
trying to pull and carry those whose 
injuries appeared less danger-

(Rabbi—continued on page 13) 
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Modified Shabbat Services Continue 
 

Test out our shortened Shabbat services  

on the 1st Shabbat of the month. 

 

 
 
 

    
Services begin promptly at 9:30 AM,  with a minyan, and end at 11:00 AM. 

Followed by a Kiddush luncheon.  

November 2, 2019 

December  7, 2019 

Temple Israel of Riverhead 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Date: Thursday, November 21st, at 7 PM 

Pepper, Silk, and Ivory  

by Rabbi Marvin Tokayer and Ellen Rodman, Ph.D  
 

Location: Temple Israel of Riverhead 

Contact Harley Abrams or Barbara Smith with any questions. 

You are invited to a Kiddush Luncheon 
 
On November 9th, Bruce and Carolyn Kagan will sponsor a kiddush luncheon in honor of 
the Yahrzeit of his brother Leonard Kagan.  
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Talmud Classes  
 

Talmud classes continue on the following Wednesdays: November 6, 13, 20, and 27; and 
December 4, 11, 18, and 25 from 6 to 7:30 PM. Rabbi Rascoe invites you to join us. 
There is always review, so no previous attendance is required. Attendees receive an intro-
duction to Talmudic logic, thought, and law. 

Rabbi Rascoe Discusses Buber’s I and Thou 
 

Rabbi Rascoe continues discussions of Martin Buber’s book, I and Thou. The next ses-
sions will be held on Tuesdays, November 12 and 26; December 10 and 17, at 7 PM, at 
Temple Israel.  

Interfaith Bible Book-of-the-Month Club 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will resume meetings on Wednesdays, November 13 and De-
cember 11, from 9:30-11:30 AM, at St. Marks Church, 105 Randall Road, Shoreham. 
Please call Mike Griske (631-849-1744) club President, with any questions. 

When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel 
and we will make a $100.00 donation in your name 

1375 Old Country Road 
Riverhead, N.Y11901 

Phone (631) 727-0555 
Fax (631) 727-8453 
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Winter Shabbat Dinners Return! 
Starting November 8th, 2019, until March 6th, 2020 

 
Friday night Shabbat services will begin at 5:30 PM,  

followed by a community dinner. 

Join us for services and dinner. 

It is a wonderful evening, and a great  

way to begin Shabbat. 

 

      Thank you to our upcoming sponsors: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Consider sponsoring a Friday night dinner for $180.00,  
but whether you are a sponsor, or not, please join us. 

Date 
Candle  
Lighting  

Sponsors 

11/8 4:20 PM Caroline & Ned Kaplan & family  

11/15 4:13 PM Judy Lockman 

11/22 4:08 PM Leni & Harvey Goldsmith  

11/29 4:05 PM The Milligan family 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Services 
 
Rabbi Rascoe will be attending at an Interfaith Thanksgiving Service beginning at 3 PM 
on Sunday, November 24th, at the St. John the Old Steeple Community Church, 656 Main 
Road (Route 25) Aquebogue. For more information, contact the Temple office.  
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Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in 
Israel for a donation of $18. 
Contact Carole Jones at the TIR 
office, 631-727-3191. All checks 
should be made out to Temple 

Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 

Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 
 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 

Save the Date! 
 

On Friday, December 6, Temple Israel will host a special lecture in addition to our Shabbat 
dinner that evening. Saul Silas Fathi will be speaking about the Nuremberg Trials. Mr. Fathi 
is a noted author and lecturer. You can learn more about him at saulsilasfathi.com. Please join 
us for an informative evening.  
 
This event is sponsored by Harvey and Leni Goldsmith.  

saulsilasfathi.com
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An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping! 
 
 
 

  

Please contact Lana An-
ker (lana410@aol.com,) 
Lorraine Richter (631-
553-7635,) or the Tem-
ple office to arrange a 
purchase. The total prof-
it from card sales is do-
nated to the general fund 
each year. Please sup-
port this silent fundrais-
er. 

Gift Cards are now avail-
able for most major su-
permarkets... 

  

• ShopRite 

• Stop & Shop  

• King Kullen 

Something to Kvell about? Let us know! 
 
Please let us know if you have an event you would like to celebrate: the birth 
of a child or grandchild, a special graduation, an accomplishment of a close 
relative, or any of the other joys of life. Email the information to Allen Silver 
at asilver9@gmail.com. 

Need a Ride to TIR? 
 

Do you find it difficult getting transportation to services and events at Temple Israel, 
especially at night? If so, please call the office at 727-3191, and we will try to arrange a 
ride for you. 
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TODAH RABAH! 

Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 
  

Yahrzeit for Annette Joseph—mother-in-law of Lois Joseph. 

Yahrzeit for Harry Prinz—grandfather of Esther Printz. 

Yahrzeit for Frances Lockman—mother of Judith Lockman. 

Yahrzeit for Daniella Dragonetti—daughter of Gail Novid. 

Yahrzeit for Lana Siegel Zarbhanelian—sister of Jaime Siegel. 

Yahrzeit for Lana Siegel Zarbhanelian—sister of Jeffrey Siegel. 

Yahrzeit for the parents of Manana Boter. 

Yahrzeit for Tsipora & Eliezer Bright—Richard Levinton. 

Yahrzeit for Herb Dresher—Frances Dresher and Harry & Sadie Oppenheimer. 

Yahrzeit for Nathan Levine—father of Howard Levine. 

A Message from Rabbi Rascoe 
 

I have received inquiries regarding some new classes.  
One suggestion was for a Hebrew class. Mondays would work best for our teacher.  
The other is a class in Qabbalah, one form of Jewish mysticism.  
 
Let me know if you are interested in either class, Please provide dates and times. As a remind-
er, my other classes occur  every Wednesday from 6-7:30 PM, and the second and fourth Tues-
days of the month from 7-8 PM. The classes can be weekly, semi-monthly, monthly; any day 
(if Shabbat, then there is no writing). 
 
Looking forward to seeing you in class!  
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LILLY’S HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEANING SERVICE 

 
VAIDA MAJERIS 

PO Box 269 
Remsenburg, NY 11960 
 

631-255-6373 
vmejer@yahoo.com 

 
High Holy Days Donations 

Rosh Hashanah flowers  
Leni and Harvey Goldsmith—in memory of 
Michele Goldsmith. 

Yom Kippur flowers 
Ron Hollander—in memory of Beatrice and 
Seymour Hollander. 

Rosh Hashanah luncheon 
Cynthia and Dexter Levy—in honor of their  
new grandchild. 

Yizkor memorial book 

The Israel family—in memory of Florence  
Israel. 
The Milligan family—in memory of Sheila 
Schneider. 

Break-the-fast 

Leni and Harvey Goldsmith 
Dr. Howard Gordon  
Bob and Marcia Hefter  
Len Wasserman and Abigail Moore 
Lorraine and Richard Richter & family 
Jaime Siegel 
Barbara and Jim Smith 
Ken and Lynne Stoller  

Thank You 
 

Many thanks to Harley Abrams for sponsoring the Sukkot Shabbat luncheon, in memory 
of his parents, Irwin B. and Florence K. Abrams 
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 Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. 
 
Phyllis Van Dyne operates the Temple's Shop, acquiring new items several times a year. She 
will also fill special orders; if you see something you'd like, she can get it for you. Or, if you 
need ideas for a gift, she will be happy to suggest something in your price range, perfect for 
your occasion and recipient. For more information and personal service, just call Phyllis at 
631-734-7511. 

Kosher Food For Our Events 

Bagel Patch, in Patchogue, frequently provides the food for our spe-
cial events. The Best Yet Market on Route 58 carries pareve cookies 
and cakes. BJ’s and Costco also have pareve cookies in their baker-
ies. 

Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision. 
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Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which 
graces our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a 
Bat or Bar Mitzvah, an anniversary, a wedding, or 
a special birthday, and also a fitting tribute to the 
memory of a loved one. The cost of a leaf is $180 
for members. Please contact Phyllis VanDyne at 
631-734-7511 for information, . 

YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
 November   Heshvan/Kislev 5780 

11/3 Leibo, Joseph Heshvan 5 

11/3 Schneider, Sally Heshvan 5 

11/3 Sigal, Isadore Heshvan 5 

11/4 Schneider, Sol Heshvan 6 

11/5 Kaplan, Abraham Heshvan 7 

11/5 Scheininger, Jacob Heshvan 7 

11/5 Wiesen, Mollie Heshvan 7 

11/8 Drescher, Kathleen Heshvan 10 

11/10 Alper, Samuel Heshvan 12 

11/10 Bloom, Sarah Heshvan 12 

11/12 Golding, Pearl Heshvan 14 

11/12 Karlin, Jacob Heshvan 14 

11/12 Mainzer, Helen Heshvan 14 

11/15 Shapiro, Gilbert Heshvan 17 

11/16 Goldsmith, Michelle Heshvan 18 

11/16 Katz, Sima Heshvan 18 

11/16 Siegel, Andrea Heshvan 18 

11/17 Arnold, Regina Heshvan 19 

11/17 Squires, Myron Heshvan 19 

11/18 Finkelstein, Claire Heshvan 20 

11/18 Schackman, Samuel Heshvan 20 

11/18 Trefilio, Blanche Heshvan 20 

11/20 Brander, Paul Heshvan 22 

11/20 Press, Frances Heshvan 22 

11/20 Schecter, Selma Heshvan 22 

11/20 Slaw, Sadie Heshvan 22 

11/21 Brown, Mordecai Heshvan 23 

11/23 Barbanel, Albert Heshvan 25 

11/23 Sandberg, Arthur Heshvan 25 

11/24 Gerber, William Heshvan 26 

11/24 Sacks, Harry Heshvan 26 

11/24 Smith, Arthur Heshvan 26 

11/25 Hahn, Irma Heshvan 27 

11/25 Hefter, Alfred Heshvan 27 

11/25 Saffer, Naomi Heshvan 27 

11/25 Sturm, Pincus Heshvan 27 

11/26 Goldstein, Raymond Heshvan 28 

11/27 Richter, Diane Heshvan 29 

11/27 Yurman, Harry Heshvan 29 

11/29 Collins, Florence Kislev 1 

11/29 Greenberg, Samuel Kislev 1 

11/30 Goldstein, Moe Kislev 2 

11/30 Mask, Lena Kislev 2 

11/30 Moiseff, Joe Kislev 2 

12/2 Arnold, Rubin Kislev 4 

12/2 Scheinberg, Hinda Kislev 4 

12/3 Brander, Louis Kislev 5 

12/3 Grubman, Ruth Kislev 5 

12/3 Polonet, Hilda Kislev 5 

12/5 Carasso, Solomon Kislev 7 

12/5 Harding, Maurice Kislev 7 

12/5 Siegel, Frances Kislev 7 

12/5 Wimpfheimer, Edda Kislev 7 

12/6 Harris, Edna Kislev 8 

12/6 Sulitzer, Alyse Kislev 8 
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SABBATH SERVICES 

Friday evenings at 7:00 PM Saturday mornings at 9:30 AM 
 (5:30 PM beginning November 8—see note below)     

November 2019 

Day Date Candle 
Lighting  

Friday Oneg 

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

 
11/1 
 

5:28 PM Hospitality 

Note: Beginning November 8: 
new starting time and return of Shabbat Dinners!   

See page 5 for more information. 

Best wishes to 

Temple Israel 

from  

Siegel and Segal 

Kol Nidre Appeal 5780 
 

As we move into 5780, we continue to need  our membership and friends to 
preserve the health and well-being of our beloved temple. It is a tradition in 
congregations to establish a Kol Nidre Appeal Fund; at Temple Israel this 
fund is vital to help supplement the dues and thus cover our operating ex-
penses. Therefore, we ask each one of you, if you have not already donated, 
to be as generous as possible, in order that our temple may continue to meet 
the growing needs of the Jewish community. 

 
Please forward your check, payable to Temple Israel Kol Nidre Fund, to: Temple Israel of River-
head, P.O. Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901. You can also pay online using PayPal. Thank you. 
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 ous...than the approaching fire or the 
smothering smoke—my kippa 
[skullcap] was lost....I had used it to 
mop someone's brow. Father Pucci-
arelli...cut a circle out of his cap, a 
piece of camouflage cloth that would 
become my temporary head covering. 
...we wanted those Marines to know 
not just that we were Chaplains, but 
that he was Christian and...I was Jew-
ish....we...wanted to shout the mes-
sage in a land where people were kill-
ing each other...partially based 
on...differences in religion...that...we 
Americans...still believed that we 
could be proud of our particular reli-
gions and yet work side by side when 
the time came to help others, to com-
fort, and to ease pain. 
 
“Father Pucciarelli and I worked...as 
brothers. The words from the prophet 
Malachi...recurring to me,...as he had 
looked...at fighting and cruelty and 
pain:  "Have we not all one Fa-
ther?"...."Has not one God created us 
all?" It was painfully...obvious, that our 

world still could not show that we had 
learned to answer "yes." Still...some of 
us can keep the question alive. 
Some...could cry out...that we believe 
the answer is yes. 
 
“Before the bombing, Pooch and I had 
been in a building...a hundred yards 
away. There had been one other 
Chaplain, Lieutenant Danny Wheeler, 
a Protestant minister, who had spent 
the night in the building that was at-
tacked....I hugged him as they brought 
over a stretcher...his first 
words....unsure of his own condition, 
he asked how his clerk was. Like so 
many...we would save that day, he 
asked first about others.... 
 
“After the living were...out, there 
was...more work.... With the wounded, 
with those who had survived, there 
was...trying to ease a gnawing feeling 
of guilt that would slowly surface: guilt 
that they had somehow let down their 
comrades by not dying....So, our job 

(Rabbi—continued from page 2) 

(Rabbi—continued on page 14 
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was to 
tell them how every life saved was im-
portant...: how their survival was im-
portant to our faith, and our hope. 
They had to give thanks—with us—
that they still had the gift, and the re-
sponsibility of lives that would go on.... 
 
“This was a tragedy of peo-
ple...each...unique...each had a sto-
ry....a past, and each had been cheat-
ed of a future. As the Mishnah puts it, 
each was a world. We were not dig-
ging up "two hundred and forty." We 
were digging up one, plus one, plus 
one.... 
 
“I remember the first time I jumped in 
a foxhole...within the U.S. area. Look-
ing around..., I made the remark that 
we...had set up the only "interfaith fox-
holes" in Beirut! The Druze, Muslims, 
Christians, all had theirs. The...Israeli 
Army had theirs. But we were togeth-
er. I made the comment...that perhaps 
if the world had more interfaith fox-
holes, there might be less of a need 
for foxholes.... 
 
“During those days..., a Marine...would 
send a silent signal that he wanted 
me—...a chaplain—near. Some-
times...to talk. Sometimes...so that he 
could shrug his shoulders or lift his 
eyes in despair. Sometimes...just to 
feel that I was near—for, despite the 
struggles I might be feeling on a per-
sonal level, I was a chaplain, and 
therefore a symbol that there was 
room for hope, and for dreams, even 
at the worst of times. 
“In Jewish tradition,...when we visit...a 

mourner during shiva, the first week 
following the death of a loved one, vis-
itors follow a...rule. If a mourner initi-
ates the conversation, the visitor re-
sponds. Otherwise,...sit in silence, 
communicating concern through your 
very presence...without words....I ap-
plied the rules of shiva during those 
days of digging..... 
 
“...the rabbis offered one interpretation 
of the Biblical verse that...we are cre-
ated "in the image of God." It does not 
refer to physical likeness...but to spir-
itual potential. We have within us the 
power to reflect...the highest values of 
our Creator. As God is forgiving and 
merciful, so can we be. As He is car-
ing and kind, so must we strive to be. 
As He is filled with love, so must we 
be. 
 
“Because of the actions I witnessed 
during the hell in Beirut, I glimpsed...a 
fleeting image of heaven. For, in the 
hearts and hands of men who chose 
to act as brothers, I glimpsed God's 
hand as well. I did not stand alone to 
face a world forsaken by God; ...I was 
part of one created with infinite care, 
and wonderful—awesome—potential. 
 
“We live in a world where it is not hard 
to find cause for despair. The chaplain 
has the challenge to bring to those 
who often see terror at its worst some 
reason for hope. 
 
“We need to keep faith and to keep 
searching, even during the worst of 
times. Only then may we find 
strength...to keep believing that the 
best of times still might be.” 

(Rabbi—continued from page 13) 
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 17  October 2019 

 

For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Bulletin Allen Silver 
asilver9@gmail.com 

631-744-7551 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

High Holy Days   

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608 

Judaica Shop Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042 

Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Trees in Israel Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Supermarket 
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 
Lana Anker 

631-727-3191 
631-653-9028 

lana410@ 
aol.com  

Officers:  

President Jaime Siegel 

1st Vice President Barbara Smith 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 
  

 

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams  

Robert Brown   

Rebecca Hagler  

Lisa Israel  

Linda Prizer   

Lorraine Richter  

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Allen Silver Lee Ann Silver 

  

  

  



Temple Israel of Riverhead 18  October 2019 

 

Temple Israel of Riverhead 
490 Northville Turnpike 
P.O. Box 1531 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
TIME SENSITIVE MAIL 
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.SPOSTAGE 
PAID 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
Permit No26 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
 
 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

 
 
 

November 3, December 1 Shortened Shabbat Services 

November 8 Winter Shabbat Dinners Return 

November  9 Bruce Kagan Kiddush Luncheon 

December 6 Special Speaker  

December 22 First Night of Hanukkah 

November 12, 26; December 10, 17 Adult Ed—Buber’s I and Thou 

Nov. 6, 13, 20, 27; Dec. 4, 11, 18, 25.  Adult Ed—Talmud Classes 

http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

