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RABBI’S REFLECTIONS:  

A Lesson in Life  

On May 5, the East End 
Jewish Community Council 
will host a Holocaust Re-
membrance Service at the 
Temple at 2 PM, at which 
Professor Ron Hollander 
will speak. A major aspect of 
the Shoah is Eastern Europe-
an Jewry’s destruction as 
some 6 million Jews were 
murdered. We hoped that the 

world would learn from this, and that antisemitism 
would disappear. It lessened for a while, but now is 
rising around the world, even in the USA. I was 
raised in the Holocaust’s aftermath, and studied it in 
religious school, high school, and college. I wrote in 
my final essay in my after-school religious high 
school, that building Judaism on death will not en-
sure its survival. Judaism flatly rejects a cultural base 
of death. Instead, it teaches us how to live life. 
 
Many themes in Genesis recur in Exodus, and subse-
quently. One is that of the struggle with the forces of 
chaos and death. In Genesis, God created order out 
of chaos, and in the process made human beings who 
die by virtue of being human. In Exodus, Pharaoh 
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(Rabbi—continued from page 1) 

tried to destroy the Israelites. Later, 
Amaleq and his descendant Haman tried 
to kill the Jews. But the Bible records it, 
and, from it, gives us a path by which to 
live life. 
 
Death plays a role in culture too, which 
Judaism rejected. Egyptian culture was 
based on death. For a brief period of time, 
the Egyptians created the first zoos, and 
buried the animals with their rulers to join 
them in the next world; which perhaps 
gave rise to the Egyptian human-animal 
gods. The zoo age lasted a very short time, 
because zoos were expensive. After a re-
volt, the next leaders created the pharaohs 
with their culture of death, epitomized by 
the pyramids. We left them behind in the 
Exodus. 
 
The Bible contains rules to keep us from 
emulating Egyptian death practices. Be-
sides establishing order over chaos, it em-
phasizes life over death. The Egyptian 
concept of death included a hedonistic at-
titude to life. Herodotus wrote that people  
at Egyptian joyous events either presented 
a coffin containing an ancestor’s em-
balmed remains to all present or showed a 
dead person’s image and said, “Look upon 
this and be merry, for you will be like this 
when dead.”  Similarly, the Romans ex-
hibited a skeleton and said, “Let us enjoy 
life while we may.”  Isaiah mentions this 
attitude, “Eat and drink, for tomorrow we 
die” (22:13), which he criticizes. 
 

Philosophies like this evince despair and 
show a failure of nerve. Living like this 
exposes an attitude like Ecclesiastes: 
“Utter futility!  Utter futility!  All is fu-
tile!” (1:1). I once said, in discussing hap-
piness during the High Holidays, that life 
is full of pain. To avoid sorrow misses out 
on life. 
 
Death can lead one to indulge or to des-
pair, but not in Judaism. We hope, and act 
on this hope. We confront the Angel of 
Death with life. We look to God to “teach 
us to count our days rightly, that we may 
obtain a wise heart” (Psalm 90:12). We 
live within limitations and learn from them 
to:  help the less fortunate, comfort the be-
reaved, lighten the sorrows of the suffer-
ing, strengthen those of failing courage, 
and cheerfully greet those whom we en-
counter; so that, when we die, we leave 
this a better world. Life may be brief, but 
we determine its quality. In fact, life’s very 
brevity teaches us to discriminate what we 
put into it.  
 
Come to the Holocaust Remembrance ser-
vice at the Temple on May 5 and hear Ron 
speak. It will be worthwhile, but remem-
ber that this event about death should 
teach us how to live life. 

 
LILLY’S HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEANING SERVICE 

 
VAIDA MAJERIS 

PO Box 269 
Remsenburg, NY 11960 
 

631-255-6373 
vmejer@yahoo.com 
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Talmud Classes  
 

Talmud classes continue on the following Wednesdays: May 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, and 
June 5, 12, 19, and 26 from 6 to 7:30 PM. Rabbi Rascoe invites you to join us. There is 
always review, so no previous attendance is required. Attendees receive an introduction to 
Talmudic logic, thought, and law. 

Rabbi Rascoe Discusses Buber’s I and Thou 
 

Rabbi Rascoe continues discussions of Martin Buber’s book, I and Thou. The next ses-
sions will be held on Tuesdays,  May 14 & 28, June 11 &  25 at 7 PM, at Temple Israel.  

The Personhood of God 
 

On Tuesdays, May 21 and June 18, at 6 PM, we continue to look at the different images of 
God as a person, and what those images say about God, our faith, and the whole human 
condition. 

Interfaith Bible Book-of-the-Month Club 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will resume meetings on Wednesdays, May 8 and June 12,  
from 9:30-11:30 AM, at St. Marks Church, 105 Randall Road, Shoreham. Please call 
Mike Griske (631-849-1744) club President, with any questions. 
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Fourth of July Weekend BBQ 

Friday, July 5th, 5:30 PM. 

Please contact the Temple Office or Jaime Siegel for more information, or if you are 
interested in sponsoring an event.  

  

Memorial Day Weekend BBQ 
Friday, May 24

th
, 5:30 PM. 

Book Club Meetings 

May 23 and June 6. See page 9 for more information.  

Upcoming Events at Temple Israel of Riverhead 

EEJCC Interfaith / Unity Holocaust Memorial Program 
Sunday, May 5

th,
 5 PM. 

Shavuot 

Sunday & Monday, June 9
th
 & 10

th
 (Yizkor). 

Rabbi Stephen Karol Lecture Series 

See page 4 for details 

Idler Bat Mitzvah 

Friday & Saturday, July 12th & 13th. 
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Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 

An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of 
Life which graces our Social Hall is a 
joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a 
special birthday, and also a fitting trib-
ute to the memory of a loved one. The 
cost of a leaf is $180 for members. 
Please contact Phyllis VanDyne at 631-
734-7511 for information, . 

Modified Shabbat Services Continue 
 

Test out our shortened Shabbat services  

on the 1st Shabbat of the month. 

 

 
 
 

    

   Services begin promptly at 9:30 AM,  

   with a minyan, and end at 11:00 AM. 
 

     Followed by a Kiddush luncheon.  

May 4, 2019 

June 1, 2019 

YOUR AD COULD GO HERE 
 
 
 

Contact Allen Silver 
asilver9@optonline.net 

631-744-7551 
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Best wishes to 

Temple Israel 

from  

Siegel and Segal 

Temple Israel of Riverhead 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Date: Thursday, May 23, 7 PM 

The Mossad Messiah: a Novel of Israel 
by Leigh Lerner 

 

Rabbi Lerner will be Skyping with us from Canada to discuss his book. 

 

Date: Thursday June 6 , 6:30 PM 

The Terrorist 
By  Anastasia Goodman  

 
The author will be coming to speak about her novel. 

There will be a fee of $18 per person for dinner.  
 

Contact Harley Abrams or Barbara Smith for more information.  
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Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 
 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 
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An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping! 
 
 
 

  

Please contact Lana An-
ker (lana410@aol.com,) 
Lorraine Richter (631-
553-7635,) or the Tem-
ple office to arrange a 
purchase. The total prof-
it from card sales is do-
nated to the general fund 
each year. Please sup-
port this silent fundrais-
er. 

Gift Cards are now avail-
able for most major su-
permarkets... 

  

• ShopRite 

• Stop & Shop  

• King Kullen 

Something to Kvell about? Let us know! 
 
Please let us know if you have an event you would like to celebrate: the birth 
of a child or grandchild, a special graduation, an accomplishment of a close 
relative, or any of the other joys of life. Email the information to Allen Silver 
at asilver9@gmail.com. 

Need a Ride to TIR? 
 

Do you find it difficult getting transportation to services and events at Temple Israel, 
especially at night? If so, please call the office at 727-3191, and we will try to arrange a 
ride for you. 
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 TODAH RABAH! 

Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 
 
In honor of Lisa & Richard Israel—Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Wein. 
 
Donation—Mr. & Mrs. James Hahn. 
 
In memory of Sylvia Hagler—Renee Chizever. 
 
Yahrzeit for Sidney Frank—husband of Ruth Frank. 
 
Yahrzeit for Sari Klein—mother of Alice Ganz. 
 
Yahrzeit for Janet Schackman—mother of Elaine Kimpel. 
 
Yahrzeit for Ted Alpert—husband of Esther Alpert. 
 
Yahrzeit for Ruth Lefkowitz—grandmother of Amy Csorny. 
 
Yahrzeit for Max Silver—father of Mona Warner. 
 
Yahrzeit for Julia Warner—mother of Scott Warner. 
 
Yahrzeit for Ruth Schmalz—mother of Eva Sanders. 
 
Yahrzeit for Paul Schmalz—father of Eva Sanders. 
 
Yahrzeit for Sarah Sanders—mother of Arthur Sanders. 
 
Yahrzeit for Pauline Fivel—mother of Sylvia Hagler. 
 
 

Trees for Israel  
 
In memory of Darrell Stuart—Stella Silverman. 
 
In memory of Milton Ganis—Renee Chizever. 
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Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in 
Israel for a donation of $18. 
Contact Carole Jones at the TIR 
office, 631-727-3191. All checks 
should be made out to Temple 

Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 

When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel 
and we will make a $100.00 donation in your name 

1375 Old Country Road 
Riverhead, N.Y11901 

Phone (631) 727-0555 
Fax (631) 727-8453 

TODAH RABAH! 

Yellow Candle Program 
 
Eva & Arthur Sanders 
Jeffrey Siegel 
Jaime Siegel 
Alice & Michael Ganz 
Jamie & Harry Mainzer 
Georgina & Herbert Israel 
Amy & Marcel Israel 
Stephanie & Isaac Israel 
Leni & Harvey Goldsmith 
Ron Hollander 
Harriet Holtzman 
Stanley Hagler 
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 Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. 
 
Phyllis Van Dyne operates the Temple's Shop, acquiring new items several times a year. She 
will also fill special orders; if you see something you'd like, she can get it for you. Or, if you 
need ideas for a gift, she will be happy to suggest something in your price range, perfect for 
your occasion and recipient. For more information and personal service, just call Phyllis at 
631-734-7511. 

Kosher Food For Our Events 

Bagel Patch, in Patchogue, frequently provides the food for our spe-
cial events. The Best Yet Market on Route 58 carries pareve cookies 
and cakes. BJ’s and Costco also have pareve cookies in their baker-
ies. 

Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision. 
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
 May   Nissan/Iyar 5779 

5/1 Brown, Walter Nissan 26 
5/1 Feldman, Pauline Ann Nissan 26 
5/2 Korosteshevsky, Gershon Nissan 27 

5/3 Klein, Kenneth Martin Nissan 28 
5/4 Levine, Essie Nissan 29 
5/4 Mottus, Dora Nissan 29 

5/4 Sandberg, Gertrude Nissan 29 
5/5 Perkal, Samuel Nissan 30 

5/5 Stein, Harriet Nissan 30 
5/7 Feldman, Pauline Iyar 2 
5/7 Squires, Witty Iyar 2 
5/8 Schneider, Sheila Iyar 3 
5/9 Rosen, Albert Iyar 4 
5/9 Spitzer, Sam Iyar 4 
5/10 Berk, Arthur Iyar 5 
5/12 Spitzer, Jessie Iyar 7 
5/12 Thompson, William Iyar 7 
5/13 Shinder, Israel Louis Iyar 8 
5/14 Cohen, Jerry Joseph Iyar 9 
5/14 Knopfler, Malvine Iyar 9 

5/15 Finkelstein, Essie Iyar 10 
5/15 Leavitt, Theodore Iyar 10 
5/15 Slaw, Helen Cohen Iyar 10 
5/17 Krasnow, Marc Iyar 12 

5/17 Spector, Walter Iyar 12 
5/18 Hyman-Auerbach, Estelle Iyar 13 

5/19 Salpeter, Mildred Iyar 14 
5/20 Goldstein, Hyman Iyar 15 
5/21 Alpert, Lena Iyar 16 
5/21 Brander, Anna Iyar 16 
5/21 Levy, Lawrence Iyar 16 
5/21 Richter, Jacqueline Iyar 16 

5/21 Yurman, Nathan Iyar 16 

5/22 Gusky, Sheldon Iyar 17 

5/22 Jaeger, Benjamin Iyar 17 
5/22 Kallman, Irving Iyar 17 

5/22 Sanders, Murray Iyar 17 
5/23 Frank, Conrad Iyar 18 
5/23 Weiss, Nathan Iyar 18 
5/24 Beil, Lawrence Iyar 19 

5/25 Feiler, Lillian Iyar 20 
5/25 Gerber, Kate Iyar 20 
5/26 Ettinger, Sara Iyar 21 
5/27 Brander, Irving Iyar 22 
5/27 Joseph, Reuben Iyar 22 
5/27 Leon, Sophie Iyar 22 
5/27 Warner, Arthur Iyar 22 
5/27 White, Jacob Iyar 22 
5/28 Thompson, Irwin Iyar 23 
5/30 Bartick, Mildred Iyar 25 

5/30 Korus, Fannie Iyar 25 
5/31 Hahn, J. Jacob Iyar 26 
5/31 Siegel, Irving Iyar 26 
5/31 Zipser, Herman Iyar 26 

6/1 Spitzer, Julia Iyar 27 
6/3 Beil, Barbara Iyar 29 

6/3 Dresher, Benjamin Iyar 29 

6/3 Hochheiser, Harold Iyar 29 

6/5 Cohen, Joseph Sivan 2 
6/5 Eisenman, Bernard Sivan 2 
6/6 Cohen, Samuel Sivan 3 
6/6 Goldman, Sam Sivan 3 
6/7 Diamond, Herbert Sivan 4 
6/7 Faine, David Sivan 4 
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SABBATH SERVICES 

Friday evenings at 7:00 PM Saturday mornings at 9:30 AM 
  

May 2019 

Day Date Candle 
Lighting  

Friday Oneg 

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

5/3 7:31 PM Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kaplan 

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

5/10 7:38 PM Mr. & Mrs. Jim Csorny  

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

5/17 7:45 PM 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Kagan, in cel-
ebration of Bruce's birthday on 
5/16 

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

5/24 7:51 PM 
Richie Levinton, in memory of 
David & Uncle Marty 

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

5/31 7:57 PM Mr. & Mrs. Bob Hefter  

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

6/7 8:02 PM Mr. Ron Hollander 
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For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Bulletin Allen Silver 
asilver9@gmail.com 

631-744-7551 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

High Holy Days   

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608 

Judaica Shop Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042 

Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Trees in Israel Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Supermarket 
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 
Lana Anker 

631-727-3191 
631-653-9028 

lana410@ 
aol.com  

Officers:  

President Jaime Siegel 

1st Vice President Barbara Smith 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 
  

 

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams Terri Milligan 

Robert Brown  Sheila Muller 

Rebecca Hagler Lorraine Richter 

Lisa Israel  

  

  

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Allen Silver Lee Ann Silver 
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 
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TIME SENSITIVE MAIL 
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.SPOSTAGE 
PAID 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
Permit No26 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
 
 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

 

May 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29; June 5, 12, 19 & 26 Adult Ed—Talmud Classes 

May 14 & 28 and June 11 & 25 Adult Ed—Buber’s I and Thou 

May 21 and June 18 Adult Ed—Personhood of God 

May 5 
EEJCC Interfaith/Unity Holocaust 
Memorial Program 

May 23 and June 6 TIR Book Club 

May 24 Memorial Day BBQ & Services 

June 9 & 10 Shavuot Services 

June 14, Aug. 12, Sept 21 Shabbat Dinner Speaker 

http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

