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Special Note: 

 

The reflections on sefira, on 

page 2, are from the archives 

(though it is an evergreen, 

no?). Anyway, I need your 

help in keeping this section 

of the bulletin fresh. I would 

like to use this space to an-

swer actual questions from 

actual congregants. So if you 

would submit questions to 

whsiemers@hotmail.com or 

call the office at 369-5997, I will respond to them 

here. Be assured that requests for anonymity will be 

honored.  

Rabbi William Siemers 

(Continued on page 2) 

You Can Win Big  
In our First Cash Raffle Fundraiser.  

Details Inside!  

mailto:whsiemers@hotmail.com


Temple Israel of Riverhead 2 May 2011 

 
(Rabbiðcontinued from  page 1) 

Dear Friends, 

  

Over the next few weeks, our days are literally 

numbered. Beginning with the second Seder 

night and continuing until the day before Sha-

vuot, Jews participate each night in the sefirat 

ha-omer ï the counting of the omer. (For in-

formative, humorous information on this prac-

tice, please see http://www.jvibe.com/homer/

Welcome.html). This practice of counting is 

one with deep theological significance, as it 

asserts that there is an essential bridge between 

Pesach, with its theme of freedom, and Sha-

vuot, with its remembrance of revelation:  it is 

the Jewish perspective that the culmination of 

freedom is its empowerment of the individual 

to participate in living the divine law. By 

counting the omer, we assert that our freedom 

is only fully realized through lives of holiness. 

 

The discipline of counting has spiritual bene-

fits as well. As the part of our tradition known 

as the mussar movement (inspired partly by 

Benjamin Franklin, as we have discussed) 

knows,  measurement leads to improvement. 

The act of spending even a small part of each 

day in reflection and orientation makes us 

more conscious of our inner lives and needs. 

We are given the gift of a heightened aware-

ness of time, and when we count, we appreci-

ate each day a little more for the gift that it is. 

In the words of Rabbi Simon Greenberg, alav 

hashalom, we add life to our years. 

 

Wishing all the best for our ongoing spring 

holiday season! 

 

Shalom, 

Rabbi Bill Siemers 
 

Sponsors Needed  

 

We need sponsors for our Shabbat speaker 

program. Please contact Jaime Siegel or 

Lorraine Richter for details.  

BBQ Luncheon  
 

Join us on Friday, May 27 for a special 

BBQ before services. Sponsored by the 

Sanders and Israel families.  

Old Bulletins Now Archived  

 

Previous bulletins are now available on our 

website under the Events button.   

http://www.jvibe.com/homer/Welcome.html
http://www.jvibe.com/homer/Welcome.html
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Temple Israel of Riverhead

For more information, please contact 
Harley Abrams:  875-4849 or Monoodles1@optimum.net

Sunday, May 1, 2011 
7:30 PM

Holocaust Memorial Day Observance
Holocaust Survivor, Werner Reich, will speak.

Participants will include Shalom Teens 
and members of our congregation and community 

with links to the Holocaust and WWII.
About Werner Reich

Werner and his family were residents of Berlin when the Nazis came to power in 1933. His father, an 
engineer, lost his job soon thereafter, prompting the family to move to Yugoslavia. This, however, was 
ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǊŜǇǊƛŜǾŜΣ ŀǎ bŀȊƛ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǎƻƻƴ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ  ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ²ŜǊƴŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƘƛƳ 
in hiding with several successive families, but he was eventually found by the Gestapo and sent to jail 
and then into the camp system, where he went from Theresienstadt, to Auschwitz-Birkenau, and 
finally to Mauthausen, from which he was liberated in 1945. After the war, he returned briefly to 
Yugoslavia, and then went to England in 1947, where he was trained as a pipefitter. He immigrated to 
the US in 1955 and eventually became an engineer.
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Book Club  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Come join the Temple Israel book group. It all happens around Florence Abramsô 

dining room table. With a light, dairy supper, weôll have plenty to digest!  RSVP to 

Cynthiaðcynschul@optonline.net 

Tuesday, May 17th at 6 PM 

All Other Nights 
By Dara Horn 

 

An intriguing plot follows Jacob Rappaport, a Jewish 

soldier/spy, from New York into Louisiana and Virginia 

during the Civil War. 

Nella Hahn, LCSW 

212-888-2888 NELHAHN@AOL.COM 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

GROUPS          INDIVIDUALS          COUPLES 

Save Money on your Heating Oil Bill  
 

Last year Temple Israel had a cap price for oil with Burt's Reliable Oil which 

worked out very favorably for us. The owner is now offering free service plus a cap 

or fixed price for members and friends. Please call Jaime Siegel at 653-3985 for 

more information.  
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Temple Israel of Riverhead

is celebrating
its 100th Anniversary!

And a big celebration is in the works

ʻ˄ ˍ˄˄˃ ˘ˎ˔ˑ ˇ˄ˋˏΊ
We are looking for:  

Old photos, newspaper clippings,  stories, and more...
of Temple Israel, and Riverhead.

Names and contact info of people from our Temple family, 
past and present, who have celebrated life cycle events at 

¢ŜƳǇƭŜ LǎǊŀŜƭΧ
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, weddings, baby namings, etc.

If you have anything to share, 
or if you would like to help with the celebration plans, please contact:

Jaime Siegel:  653-3985 or nyclincoln@aol.com
Lorraine Richter:  653-9028 or lainy9@aol.com

Carol Levin:  996-2381 or levin_carol@yahoo.com

TempleIsraelRH@optonline.net

Anniversary!100th
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Our current air conditioning compressors, which serve the
sanctuary, have failed . We need to replace the units with new
systems and duct work for proper circulation and noise
reduction . While this is being done, we also need to rewire and
replace our existing 60 -year -old wiring and fuse panel . High
efficiency A/C units, rewiring, and new lighting in the
sanctuary will save us future electric costs and earn rebates .
In the process we will replace sheetrock, paint, and carpeting .
If we reach our goal, we will be able to refurbish our pews . All
work will be done keeping in mind the handicapped access . If
we act quickly, this renovation can be completed before the
warm weather season, and we will all certainly benefit when
the High Holidays arrive .

Total costs are estimated at $100,000

The closer we get to our goal, the more we will be able to achieve!

Name ________________________________________

Address ______________________________________

Phone #   ______________________________________

Thank you for participating in this great mitzvah. Do you have a special wish for a 

special gift such as pews or carpet?  If so, you can receive a special gift recognition.

Make checks payable to Temple Israel of Riverhead, Sanctuary Renovation Fund

Mail to:  Temple Israel of Riverhead, PO Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901

I  would like to make the following donation to the Sanctuary Renovation Fund  $____________

éHelp!

Would you like to help?

Contact Richard Israel at 631 727-5500

or simply send your donation to the Temple office.

Donations can also be made online through our website

Our Sanctuary needs youré
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Save the Date �² Outdoor Services July 8  
 

Join us for a special outdoor Shabbat service in conjunction with North Fork 

Reform Synagogue in Cutchogue. Services will be held at Kennyôs Beach on 

July 8, time to be announced.  

Temple Israel Community Seder  
 

Our Community Seder this year was a festive evening where 

young and old came together on the first night to usher in Pass-

over. Our wonderful Rabbi Siemers led the Seder traditionally, 

with much enthusiasm, and encouraged participation. We re-

counted the story of the exodus from Egypt, sang songs, 

and reveled in the delicious Passover meal. A wonderful time was 

had by all. Please come and join us next year and be part of our Temple Family Experi-

ence! Sincere thanks to all who helped plan this event and ensured things went smoothly. 

 

Contributed by Lisa Israel 


