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RABBI’S REFLECTIONS:  

Purim: Homelessness, Redemption,  
and Elections  

 In many ways, the Torah is 
about homelessness and re-
demption. The same theme 
also runs through the Scroll 
of Esther. In Exodus, we 
travel through the Sinai wil-
derness, under God's protec-
tion for the most part. In Me-
gillat Esther, Jews are also 
homeless; at the bottom of 
the heap. In the former, we 

are on our way to the Promised Land; in the latter, 
we are exiled from it. In the former, God directly in-
fluences history; in the latter, God no longer does, 
and people primarily are responsible for themselves. 
 
To whom does a Diaspora Jew affirm loyalty? The 
Scroll asserts to both God and the ruler of the coun-
try in which we reside. Only by accepting and ful-
filling the demands and laws of both God and the lo-
cal ruler can a Jew find the resources to act as a Jew 
in an upside-down world. 
 
The story of Purim also suggests that the survival of 
the Jews in the Land of Israel depends to some extent 
upon the Diaspora Jews. Our survival is imperative 

Rabbi Michael Rascoe 
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(Rabbi—continued from page 1) 

for righting the upside-down world where 
the foolish, immoral, and evil often seem 
to reign supreme. The Jew (and other cov-
enanted religions, depending on how one 
understands the Bible and Talmud), by 
virtue of Torah, knows how to act in this 
reversed world which we inhabit as seem-
ingly its lowest caste (cf Esther 9:1, 22). 
 
We can read the Scroll of Esther on multi-
ple levels. The superficial level deals with 
intrigue, infighting, and politics. The 
deeper level consists of morality and 
meaning, hope and courage, God and hu-
man intervention; and how, by understand-
ing both levels, we can succeed. Life oper-
ates this way. Do we have too much faith 
in humanity? In our world, terrorism and 

antisemitism will destroy the good. Yet hu-
mor and deeper knowledge provide the 
counterbalance to despair, and overcome 
the evil in this world. The Scroll of Esther 
and the holiday of Purim permit a Jew to 
live in exile by being loyal to two rulers–
the superficial one (king/queen/ president) 
and the higher one–God. These issues are 
so fundamental that the rabbis observed 
that Purim alone will be remembered in 
the messiah’s days. Though "the formal 
troubles shall be forgotten" (Isaiah 65:16), 
nonetheless, "These days of Purim shall 
never be abrogated" (Esther 9:24). Even in 
the days of new order (not a return to Par-
adise), fear, disorder, exile, homelessness, 
and alienation will be remembered in or-
der to appreciate the messianic age’s new 
order. Be happy it’s Adar, and be informed 
for this year’s Zionist and presidential 
elections. 

 
LILLY’S HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEANING SERVICE 

 
VAIDA MAJERIS 

PO Box 269 
Remsenburg, NY 11960 
 

631-255-6373 
vmejer@yahoo.com 

Tell and Kvell 
 
Linda Prizer and Michael Tockman joyfully announce the engagement of their 
daughter Sarah Singer to Billy Sklar on January 1, 2020. The wedding will take 
place on Sunday, September 26, 2021 at the Bourne Mansion in Oakdale. 
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Best wishes to 

Temple Israel 

from  

Siegel and Segal 

Purim ! 

Monday,  March 9, 6:15 PM 
 

Families, friends, and children of all ages are welcome.  

Kid-friendly dinner followed by The Whole Megillah!  

Wear your costume! 

 
Questions? Call us at 631-727-3191   
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Need a Ride to TIR? 
 

Do you find it difficult getting transportation to services and events at Temple Israel, 
especially at night? If so, please call the office at 727-3191, and we will try to arrange a 
ride for you. 

 
Winter Shabbat Dinners  

end on March 6th, 2020 
 

Friday night Shabbat services  
will begin at 5:30 PM,  

followed by a community dinner. 

Join us for services and dinner. 

It is a wonderful evening, and a great  
way to begin Shabbat. 

Thank you to our upcoming sponsors:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date 
Candle  
Lighting  

Sponsors 

2/28 5:22 PM Flora Garsten, in memory of Irwin  

3/6 5:30 PM Howard Gordon, in memory of Lynne 

YOUR AD COULD GO HERE 
 
 
 

Contact Allen Silver 
asilver9@gmail.com 

631-744-7551 
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Talmud Classes  
 

Talmud classes continue on the following Wednesdays:  March 4, 11, 18, & 25; and April 
1, 22, & 29, from 6 to 7:30 PM. Rabbi Rascoe invites you to join us. There is always re-
view, so no previous attendance is required. Attendees receive an introduction to Talmud-
ic logic, thought, and law. 

Rabbi Rascoe Discusses Buber’s I and Thou 
 

Rabbi Rascoe continues discussions of Martin Buber’s book, I and Thou. The next ses-
sions will be held on Tuesdays: March 3 & 17, and April 21, at 7 PM, at Temple Israel.  
 

Interfaith Bible Book-of-the-Month Club 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will resume meetings on Wednesdays, March 11 and April 22,  
from 9:30-11:30 AM, at St. Marks Church, 105 Randall Road, Shoreham. Please call 
Mike Griske, (631-849-1744) Club President, with any questions. 

Beginning Hebrew Class 
 
Classes in Beginning Hebrew will be taught on Thursdays, starting on March 5th. If you 
are interested, contact the Rabbi for details.  
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Modified Shabbat Services Continue 
 

Join us for shortened Shabbat services  

on the 1st Shabbat of the month. 

 

 
 
 

    
Services begin promptly at 9:30 AM,  with a minyan, and end at 11:00 AM. 

Followed by a Kiddush luncheon.  

March 7, 2020 

April 4, 2020 
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 
PO Box 1531  
Riverhead, NY 11901 

Dear Temple Family and Friends:  
 
This will mark the fourth year that we will participate in the Yom HaShoah Yellow Can-
dle Program. We hope you will join other members of Temple Israel of Riverhead on 
Sunday, April 20th, erev Yom HaShoah, and light this special candle in memory of the 
victims of the Holocaust; then join us at Temple Israel on Sunday, April 26th, at 2 PM, for 
a joint program with the East End Jewish Community Council. 

The act of kindling this flame, and reading the enclosed meditation, can be a moving ritual 
to remind us of what happened to our people not so long ago. Placing the candle in your 
window is a way to help remind the community. This moment can also be an appropriate 
opportunity to discuss the Holocaust with your children.  

The Yom HaShoah Yellow Candle Program is a project of the Federation of Jewish 
Men’s Clubs, in cooperation with the Men of Reform Judaism and the United Synagogue 
of Conservative Judaism.  

It is our hope that the observance of Yom HaShoah, centered on the lighting of a Yellow 
Candle, will become an annual event in your home and in the home of every member of 
our congregation. Many congregations have already made this commemoration an im-
portant day in their Jewish calendar.  

We ask that you help underwrite the cost of this project. Funds received over and above 
our program cost will go directly to support future educational programs in our syna-
gogue,  helping to insure the future of our people. We ask that you consider gifts in multi-
ples of $18. The number 18 is chai, Life. 

By remembering, by doing our part to insure our future, we celebrate the ongoing life of 
our people, even as we memorialize those destroyed in the Shoah. We welcome and appre-
ciate your support of our efforts in this commemoration and our on-going education pro-
grams.  

We hope you and your family will participate in this small but meaningful project. If you 
have questions, you may call me at 631-653-3985. NEVER FORGET! 

Sincerely, 
 
Jaime Siegel, President 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please return this form with your donation to: Temple Israel of Riverhead 
 
Amount Enclosed:  ____$18  ____$36   ____$54   ____ $72   ____$90   ____$ other  

    Name ___________________________________________________  

    Address _________________________________________________  
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The Yellow Candle™ Program - A History 

Over seventy years ago, half of the earth's Jewish population perished at the hands of an-

other Amalek, an Austrian house painter who seized control of Europe and threw the 

earth into darkness. God's light unto the other nations flickered but did not die. A new, 

modern Exodus arose from the depths of despair and tragedy. From the ashes of Europe, 

survivors of the Holocaust, or Shoah, made their way towards new lives. Emigrants dis-

persed around the world, to the new State of Israel, and to the western hemisphere. In 

these places, they began to rebuild shattered lives. In the following decades, survivors 

asked another question: How could Yahrzeits be observed for those victims whose entire 

families had been wiped out? An idea was born, a special memorial candle with yellow 

wax, in remembrance of the yellow stars forced upon European Jews in the 1930s. 

 

 

 

The Yellow Candle™ was created in 1981 by FJMC clubs in Canada, New England, and 

elsewhere to keep alive the memory of the Six Million who perished in the Shoah. The 

Candle is modeled after a traditional Jewish memorial Yahrzeit candle that burns for 24 

hours during periods of mourning and on the Yahrzeit anniversary of a family member. 

The candle's yellow wax serves to remind us of the yellow arm band which Jews were 

forced to wear during the Nazi regime. A photo on the candle container shows young 

people visiting Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. This reflects the importance of 

teaching our youth the lessons of the Holocaust and of remembering the Six Million. In 

addition, the program logo is a yellow Magen David (Star of David) outlined with barbed 

wire, with the word "Jude" in the middle. This preserves the memory of the armband or 

cloth patch that Jews were forced to wear in the ghettos of Eastern Europe. 

For Jewish people, remembering a victim is a great mitzvah.  

Never Forget! Zachor! 

Yellow Candle™ is a trademark of the 
Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs, Inc. 

http://fjmc.org/catalog/yellow-candles
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Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact 
Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191. All checks should 
be made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 

Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 
 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 
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 Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. 
 
Phyllis Van Dyne operates the Temple's Shop, acquiring new items several times a year. She 
will also fill special orders; if you see something you'd like, she can get it for you. Or, if you 
need ideas for a gift, she will be happy to suggest something in your price range, perfect for 
your occasion and recipient. For more information and personal service, just call Phyllis at 
631-734-7511. 

Kosher Food For Our Events 

Bagel Patch, in Patchogue, frequently provides the food for our spe-
cial events. The Best Yet Market on Route 58 carries pareve cookies 
and cakes. BJ’s and Costco also have pareve cookies in their baker-
ies. 

Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision. 
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TODAH RABAH! 

Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 
 
Yahrzeit for Sherwood Goldstein—Josh Printz, Herbert & Rona Goldstein. 
Yahrzeit for Gilbert & Mildred Shapiro—Stanley Hagler. 
Yahrzeit for Sylvia Hagler—wife of Stanley Hagler. 
Yahrzeit for Flora Raffe—mother of Charles Raffe. 
Yahrzeit for Dotty Karlin—mother of Howard Karlin. 
Yahrzeit for Nathaniel Schackman—uncle of Elaine Kimpel. 
Yahrzeit for Isaac Lotzky—father of Eran Lotzky. 
Yahrzeit for Pauline Siegel—mother of Jaime. 
Yahrzeit for Pauline Siegel—mother of Jeffrey. 
Yahrzeit for Joseph Knopfler—grandfather of Charles Raffe. 
Yahrzeit for Woody Goldstein—uncle of Karen, Mark, Aaron, & Jake Wolfson. 
Yahrzeit for Roslyn Benstock—mother of Sondra Thompson. 
Yahrzeit for Edward Goldstein—Ira Goodman. 
Yahrzeit for Henry Arbeeny—Linda Prizer. 
Yahrzeit for Mercedes Diamond—grandmother of Isaac Israel. 
Yahrzeit for Mercedes Diamond—mother of Lisa Israel. 
Yahrzeit for Steven Hefter—nephew of Robert Hefter. 
Yahrzeit for Carole Roth—sister of George Sandberg. 
Yahrzeit for Max & Yetta Hagler—parents of Stanley Hagler. 
Yahrzeit for Barnett Raffe—grandfather of Charles Raffe. 
Yahrzeit for Phyllis Besserman—mother of Amy Csorny. 
Yahrzeit for Hilda Moiseff—mother of Susan Lustig. 
Yahrzeit for Jeanette Starkman—mother of Phyllis Sadoff. 
For a healthy & speedy recovery to Eva Sanders—Ruth Frank. 
In memory of Sherwood Goldstein—Joan Shaffer. 
Mazel Tov to Linda Prizer on her daughter's engagement—Jaime Siegel. 
Refuah Shelamah Terri Milligan—Jaime Siegel. 
Refuah Shelamah Judy Lockman—Jaime Siegel. 
Donation—Mr. & Mrs. James Hahn. 
Donation—Mr. & Mrs. Jay Friedrich. 
Donation—Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth H. Cohen. 
Donation—Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Guglick. 

Trees for Israel 

In memory of Dan Baram—Mr. & Mrs. Tom Tobin. 
In memory of Fae Cliff—Mr. & Mrs. Harry Mainzer. 
In memory of Honora Wasserman—Renee Chizever. 

(Continued on next page) 
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An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping! 
 
 
 

  

Please contact Lana An-
ker (lana410@aol.com,) 
Lorraine Richter (631-
553-7635,) or the Tem-
ple office to arrange a 
purchase. The total prof-
it from card sales is do-
nated to the general fund 
each year. Please sup-
port this silent fundrais-
er. 

Gift Cards are now avail-
able for most major su-
permarkets... 

  

• ShopRite 

• Stop & Shop  

• King Kullen 

TODAH RABAH! 
 

Donations to Kol Nidre 5780 Fund  
 

 
 

 

 

Leonard Wasserman & Abigail Moore George Sandberg 

Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Israel Stanley Warshaw 

Mr. & Mrs. George Hines Flora Garsten 

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Collins Dr. & Mrs. Richard Richter 

Robert Brown Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ganz 
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Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces 
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and 
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost 
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis 
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information. 

When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel 
and we will make a $100.00 donation in your name 

1375 Old Country Road 
Riverhead, N.Y11901 

Phone (631) 727-0555 
Fax (631) 727-8453 

SABBATH SERVICES 
Friday evenings at 7:00 PM Saturday mornings at 9:30 AM 

  

March 2020 

Day Date Candle 
Lighting  

Friday Oneg 

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

3/13 6:38 PM 
Allen & Lee Ann Silver, in honor 
of their mothers’ Yahrzeits 

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

3/20 6:45 PM Ms. Linda Prizer 

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

3/27 6:53 PM Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Hagler 

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

4/3 7:00 PM Mr. & Mrs. Howard Collins 

Note: March 6 candle lighting information is on page 5.   
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
 March   Adar/Nissan  5780 

3/1 Elphand, Shirley Adar 5 

3/1 Gradus, Herbert Adar 5 

3/1 Israel, Isaac Adar 5 

3/2 Bernstein, Albert Adar 6 

3/2 Cohen, Doug Adar 6 

3/2 Colbert, Lawrence Adar 6 

3/2 Korosteshevsky, Basi Adar 6 

3/2 Sanders, Samuel Adar 7 

3/3 Goldstein, Jack Adar 7 

3/3 Oppenheimer, Harry Adar 8 

3/4 Levine, Samuel Adar 8 

3/4 Sigal, Anna Adar 8 

3/4 Weiss, Dora Adar 9 

3/5 Cohen, Ida Adar 10 

3/6 Goldberg, Eva Adar 10 

3/6 Krasnow, Reva Adar 10 

3/6 Sandberg, Sadie Adar 10 

3/6 Sigal, Joseph Adar 11 

3/7 Kaplan, Mollie Adar 11 

3/7 Lockman, Margaret Adar 12 

3/8 Edelman, Israel Adar 12 

3/8 Rothenstein, Shirley Adar 13 

3/9 Graw, Charlotte Adar 13 

3/9 Raffe, Solomon Adar 13 

3/9 Steiner, Samuel Adar 14 

3/10 Schmalz, Ernest Adar 14 

3/10 Smith, Lillian Adar 15 

3/11 Gordon, Lynne Adar 15 

3/11 Sturm, Neddie Adar 16 

3/12 Israel, Miriam Adar 17 

3/13 Davis, Harry R. Adar 17 

3/13 Katz, Max Adar 17 

3/13 Segal, Frances Adar 18 

3/14 Abrams, Harry Adar 18 

3/14 Scheinberg, Sophie Adar 19 

3/15 Heller, Lewis Adar 19 

3/15 Press, Benjamin Adar 19 

3/15 Scheininger, Sadie Adar 20 

3/16 Lipetz, Fannie Adar 21 

3/17 Dresher, Barbara Sue Adar 21 

3/17 Karlin, Rose Adar 21 

3/17 Polonet, Fanny Adar 21 

3/17 Prizer, Ray Adar 22 

3/18 Levine, Samuel Adar 23 

3/18 Saffer, Louis Adar 23 

3/19 Israel, Pauline Adar 23 

3/19 Michaelson, Sarah Adar 24 

3/20 Hochheiser, Jacob Adar 24 

3/20 Raffe, Esther Adar 24 

3/20 Silver, Miriam Adar 25 

3/21 Jaeger, Fred Adar 27 

3/23 Kaiserman, Leona Adar 29 

3/25 Coladner, Jack Adar 29 

3/25 Gradus, Hannah Adar 29 

3/25 Klein, Sari Adar 29 

3/25 Novidoff, Raymond Nissan 1 

3/26 Bartick, Albert Nissan 2 

3/27 Grossman, Brucha Nissan 3 

3/28 Schmalz, Ruth R. Nissan 5 

3/30 Schackman, Janet Nissan 6 

3/31 Fishtahl, Max Nissan 6 

3/31 Harding, Morris Nissan 7 

4/1 Cohen, Herman Nissan 7 

4/1 Froehlich, Irving Nissan 8 

4/2 Levinton, David Jeffrey Nissan 8 

4/2 Lowenthal, Martin Nissan 8 

4/2 Schulman, David Nissan 8 

4/2 Spitzer, Morris Nissan 8 

4/2 Weixelbaum, Hilda Nissan 10 

4/4 Gradus, Milton Nissan 11 
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 19  March 2020 

 

For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Bulletin Allen Silver 
asilver9@gmail.com 

631-744-7551 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

High Holy Days   

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608 

Judaica Shop Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042 

Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Trees in Israel Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Supermarket 
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 
Lana Anker 

631-727-3191 
631-653-9028 

lana410@ 
aol.com  

Officers:  

President Jaime Siegel 

1st Vice President Barbara Smith 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 
  

 

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams  

Robert Brown   

Rebecca Hagler  

Lisa Israel  

Linda Prizer   

Lorraine Richter  

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Allen Silver Lee Ann Silver 
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 
490 Northville Turnpike 
P.O. Box 1531 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
TIME SENSITIVE MAIL 
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.SPOSTAGE 
PAID 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
Permit No26 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
 
 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
 
 

March 3 & 17;  April 21 Adult Ed—Buber’s I and Thou 

March 4, 11, 18, & 25; April 1, 22, 29 Adult Ed—Talmud Classes 

Starting March 5 Adult Ed—Beginning Hebrew 

March 7 & April 4 Shortened Shabbat Services 

March 9 Purim 

April 8 Passover Community Seder 

April 9, 10, 16. Passover Services 

April 20, April 26 Yom HaShoah, EEJCC program 

http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

