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A Message From Our Rabbi  

Dear Friends, 

I donôt know if I am sup-

posed to reveal my favorite 

holidays. Just as parents are 

not supposed to display fa-

voritism among children, 

maybe rabbis are supposed to 

love all Jewish holidays 

ñequallyò. If so, Iôm not a 

very good rabbi, because 

anyone who knows me even 

a little bit knows which are 

my favorite holidays (and 

that one of them is coming up)!   

 

It is well-known that the Scroll of Esther (which we 

will read at Purim in just a few weeks) does not in-

clude the divine name, and was therefore a subject of 

controversy between our early Sages. It is less well-

Rabbi William Siemers 

(Continued on page 2) 

See inside for  
details about  

upcoming events.  
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known, but not much of a secret, that even 

though we found every other book of the Bible 

at Qumran among the so-called Dead Sea 

Scrolls, and usually in multiple copies, we did 

not find even one copy of Megillat Esther. 

And even as there is humor throughout our 

scripture (really), the book of Esther seems to 

have spoof and parody as its principle of or-

ganization.  

 

So it is an unusual book. But it is an unusual 

book with a critical message, which is that the 

whole enterprise of Judaism depends on the 

instincts of ordinary men and women. Morde-

cai and Esther are not presented as pious peo-

ple:  they do not seek out rabbinic or divine 

guidance; rather they mostly muddle through 

on their wits. The Greek Jews and Christians 

were so scandalized by this lack of divine di-

rection that they inserted dreams and prayers 

into the book to make it more pious. I like our 

version better. With apologies to Isaiah, one 

can really wait upon the Lord too much. Me-

gillat Esther, with all of its strangeness, is 

such a central book to Jews because it engages 

the world as we find it. The life of an obser-

vant Jew is not one of comfortable escape to 

the realm of the divine, but is rather the con-

frontation with a world that can be greatly 

healed through the exercise of common sense 

and the acceptance of reality. We believe in 

God but we do not understand him to be our 

valet, or expect him to solve our problems. 

The message of Purim is indeed unusual, but 

for Jews it is a welcome declaration of the re-

sponsibilities and the possibilities of everyday 

life. 

 

All best and shalom, 

 

Rabbi Bill Siemers 

Nella Hahn, LCSW 

212-888-2888 NELHAHN@AOL.COM 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

GROUPS          INDIVIDUALS          COUPLES 

Last CallðKol Nidre Appeal  
 

As we move further into 

5771, we continue to 

need  our membership 

and friends to preserve 

the health and well-

being of our beloved 

temple. It is a tradition 

in congregations to establish a Kol Nidre 

Appeal Fund; at Temple Israel this fund is 

vital to help supplement the dues and thus 

cover our operating expenses. Therefore, 

we ask each one of you, if you have not 

already donated, to be as generous as pos-

sible, in order that our temple may con-

tinue to meet the growing needs of the 

Jewish community. 

 

Please forward your check, payable to 

Temple Israel Kol Nidre Fund, to: Temple 

Israel of Riverhead, P.O. Box 1531, River-

head, NY 11901. You can also access Pay-

Pa l  f rom ou r   webs i te  a t 

www.TempleisraelRiverhead.org.  

 

Thank you. 
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Shalom Teens Calendar  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about our meetings and programs, please contact Barbara Sheryll at 

bsheryll@optonline.net or 921-3354. 

March 6 General Meeting-- Speaker from the Town of Southold 

Animal Shelter. 

March 20 Purim CarnivalðTemple Israel of Riverhead. 

April 2 One Voice ð Brooklyn Bridge Trip. 

April 17 Chocolate Sederð Temple Beth Chai of Hauppauge 

DON½T THROW IT AWAY!!!

Temple Israel of Riverhead
will be holding a

Used Clothing Drive
We are collecting:

ü Wearable & useable gently -used clothing
ü Shoes, belts, handbags
ü Linens
ü Stuffed animals and hard toys

Contact: Terri Milligan 924-2953

Date: Drop off March 20th anytime before 1PM.
Á Please put clothing and items in well -tied plastic 

bags.
TIR will receive a donation for the total poundage we 
collect.
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Book Club  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Come join the Temple Israel book group. It all happens around Florence Abramsô 

dining room table. With a light, dairy supper, weôll have plenty to digest!  RSVP to 

Cynthiaðcynschul@optonline.net 

Tuesday, May 17th at 6 pm 

All Other Nights 
By Dara Horn 

 

An intriguing plot follows Jacob Rappaport, a Jewish 

soldier/spy, from New York into Louisiana and Virginia 

during the Civil War. 

Tefillah Talk  II:  Preparing for the Seder   

 

WITH:   Rabbi Bill Siemers and Rabbi Avraham Bronstein 
 

WHEN:  March 16, 23, 30, and April 6 at 7:30 PM. 

 

WHERE:   To be announced on E-Congregation, or contact Rabbi 

  Siemers (369-5997)  
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Community 
Passover Seder

Join us for the first night of Passover at

Temple Israel of Riverhead

Monday, April 18, 2011

7:00 p.m. sharp

QAdvance paid reservations required. Q

Members: $40 per adult, $20 per child 12 or younger.

Non-members: $50 per adult, $25 per child 12 or younger.

Name: __________________________ No. of adults:___________________

Address:_________________________

_________________________ No. of children:_________________

Phone: __________________________

Mail form to:

Lisa Israel
Temple Israel of Riverhead Check enclosed for:  $___________

c/o Richmond Realty (Payable to Temple Israel of Riverhead)

185 Old Country Rd., Suite 5

Riverhead, NY  11901

Rabbi William Siemers conducts our

Reserve by April 7.  Call Lisa Israel, 631 727 -5500, ext. 10.

Reservations received after April 7 may not be accepted.

Complete the form below and send with your check payable to

Temple Israel of Riverhead by April 7.

Temple Israel of Riverhead
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Temple Israel of Riverhead

For more information, or if you would like to help with the planning of this 
event, please contact :  

Harley Abrams:  875-4849 or Monoodles1@optimum.net
Temple Office:  727-3191 or TempleIsraelRH@optonline.net

May 1, 2011 
In the evening, time to be announced

Holocaust Memorial Day Observance
Holocaust Survivor Werner Reich will speak.

Participants will include Shalom Teens 
and members of our congregation and community 

with links to the Holocaust and WWII.
About Werner Reich

Werner and his family were residents of Berlin when the Nazis came to power in 1933. His father, an 
engineer, lost his job soon thereafter, prompting the family to move to Yugoslavia. This, however, was 
ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǊŜǇǊƛŜǾŜΣ ŀǎ bŀȊƛ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǎƻƻƴ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ ²ŜǊƴŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ 
hiding with several families, but he was eventually found by the Gestapo and sent to jail and then into 
the camp system, where he went from Theresienstadt, to Auschwitz-Birkenau, and finally to 
Mauthausen, where he was liberated in 1945. After the war, he returned briefly to Yugoslavia and then 
went to England in 1947, where he was trained as a pipefitter. He immigrated to the US in 1955 and 
eventually became an engineer.
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Temple Israel of Riverhead

is celebrating
its 100th Anniversary!

And a big celebration is in the works

ʻ˄ ˍ˄˄˃ ˘ˎ˔ˑ ˇ˄ˋˏΊ
We are looking for:  

Old photos, newspaper clippings,  stories, and more...
of Temple Israel, and Riverhead.

Names and contact info of people from our Temple family, 
past and present, who have celebrated life cycle events at 

¢ŜƳǇƭŜ LǎǊŀŜƭΧ
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, Weddings, Baby Namings, etc

If you have any information to share, 
or if you would like to help with the celebration plans, please contact:

Jaime Siegel:  653-3985 or nyclincoln@aol.com
Lorraine Richter:  653-9028 or lainy9@aol.com

Carol Levin:  996-2381 or levin_carol@yahoo.com

TempleIsraelRH@optonline.net

Anniversary!100th
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Leaves on the Tree of Life  
 

An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of 

Life which graces our Social Hall is a 

joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-

vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a 

special birthday, and also a fitting trib-

ute to the memory of a loved one. The 

cost of a leaf is $180. For further infor-

mation, please contact Phyll is 

VanDyne at 734-7511. 

Kosher Food For Our Events  

Beach Bakery in Westhampton Beach is a kosher, dairy bakery all 

year, except during the summer when pareve items are offered, also. 

Bagel Patch, in Patchogue, frequently provides the food for our spe-

cial events. The Best Yet Market on Route 58 carries pareve cookies 

and cakes. BJôs and Costco also have pareve cookies in their baker-

ies, and the Riverhead Waldbaumôs bakery is kosher. 



Temple Israel of Riverhead 11 March 2011 

 

Golden Book Cards  
 

A thoughtful Golden Book card is a great 

way to say ñMazel Tov!," ñThinking of 

you," ñGet well soon," or ñYou have our 

sympathy." Itôs a special way to give 

your congratulations on a special event, 

or to convey sympathy and support. 

Wishes are inscribed each month in the 

Book of Remembrances. Minimum 

donation is $5 each.  

 

You can also purchase Golden Book 

cards for self-mailing, 5 for $18, not 

listed in the Bulletin.  

 

Contact Florence Abrams at 3905 

Amen Corner, Riverhead, NY 11901, 

727-3929. All checks should be made 

payable to Temple Israel of Riverhead. 

 

Temple Israel of Riverhead 
gratefully acknowledges a 

contribution to its Golden Book 

Inclement Weather  
Announcements  

 
In the event of bad weather, call the 

Temple at 727-3191 for an updated 

message. You can also listen to 

WALK radio at 97.5 FM, or point 

your web browser to: 

www.walkradio.com to keep in-

formed of closings and cancella-

tions.  


