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A Message From Our Rabbi  

Dear Friends, 

I hope the secular New Year 

finds each of us well. As we 

are in a little break between 

ñmajorò holidays, it is my 

hope that we are able to de-

vote some attention to a cele-

bration which, while not 

among the classical obser-

vances of Judaism,  plays an 

increasingly important role in 

the modern Jewish con-

sciousness. 

 

The fifteenth of Shvat is the new year for trees. Just as 

all horses are assigned the same birthday for racing 

purposes, fruit-bearing trees in the land of Israel are 

given a common birthday for purposes of maturity 

and tithing. The restriction of eating orlah ï fruit from 

Rabbi William Siemers 

(Continued on page 2) 

Join us at 5:30 on January 21, 2011 to celebrate Tu BèShevat with 
services, a special dinner, and participation in the New Year for 
Trees to help re -forest Israeli land damaged in the recent fire.  



Temple Israel of Riverhead 2 January/February 2011 

 (Rabbiðcontinued from  page 1) 

trees in their first three years ï and the re-

quirement to give away a percentage of ma-

ture fruit to the poor and to the Temple, re-

mind us that we do not own, ultimately, the 

food which springs forth from the ground. 

We are caretakers, not owners, of the pro-

duce which the Earth provides with the 

blessings of heaven. On Tu BôShvat, the fif-

teenth of Shvat, it is customary to sanctify 

our relationship with the land, particularly 

the Land of Israel, with an ordered meal (a 

Seder, if you will) of timely fruits, espe-

cially those from erets Yisrael.  

  

This year we will observe Tu BôShvat to-

gether on Friday, January 21st, with a com-

munal meal which will weave together 

themes of respect for the planet and our love 

of Israel. We will be meeting yet in the 

shadows of the deadliest and most destruc-

tive forest fire in Israelôs history, so we are 

combining our Seder with a fundraiser for 

trees in Israel (further details can be found 

inside the Bulletin). A tree can be sponsored 

for only $18, and it is our goal to raise 

money for at least 100 trees for Tu BôShvat. 

We hope to have universal participation in 

this effort from the synagogue family, and 

look forward to a Tu BôShvat Seder which 

brings the community together in wonder of 

Godôs creation and with love for Zion. 

 

Shalom, 

 

Rabbi Bill Siemers 

Inclement Weather  
Announcements  

 
In the event of bad weather, call the Tem-

ple at 727-3191 for an updated message. 

You can also listen to WALK radio at 97.5 

FM, or point your web browser to: 

www.walkradio.com to keep informed of 

closings and cancellations.  

Last CallðKol Nidre Appeal  
 

As we move further 

into 5771, we continue 

to need  our member-

ship and friends to 

preserve the health 

and well-being of our 

beloved temple. It is a tradition in congre-

gations to establish a Kol Nidre Appeal 

Fund; at Temple Israel this fund is vital to 

help supplement the dues and thus cover 

our operating expenses. Therefore, we ask 

each one of you, if you have not already 

donated, to be as generous as possible, in 

order that our temple may continue to 

meet the growing needs of the Jewish 

community. 

 

Please forward your check, payable to 

Temple Israel Kol Nidre Fund, to: Temple 

Israel of Riverhead, P.O. Box 1531, River-

head, NY 11901. You can also access Pay-

Pa l  f rom ou r   webs i te  a t 

www.TempleisraelRiverhead.org.  

 

Thank you. 
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Temple Israel of Riverhead

Will be hosting a 
Tu BõShevatSeder

Celebrating the New Year for Trees
and

dedicated to 
Operation Carmel Renewal 

Restoring the over 5 million trees lost in Israelõs worst 
forest fire ever

Friday, January 21, 2011, 5:30 PM
f ollowing services

$18 per person, $36 per family for dinner
$18 per tree donation

Be a part of this meaningful effort to help rebuild Israel by 
helping us reach our Temple goal of 100 trees

For more information contact the Temple Office:  
727 - 3191 or TempleIsraelRH@optonline.net

Name: __________________________     No. of people for dinner:__________

Address:_________________________

_________________________     No. of tree donations:____________

Phone: __________________________

Mail form and payment to:

Temple Israel of Riverhead Check enclosed for:  $___________

PO Box 1531 (Payable to Temple Israel of Riverhead)

Riverhead, NY  11901
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BOOK CLUB  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RSVP to Cynthia ï cynschul@optonline.net 

Come join the Temple Israel book group. It all happens around 

Florence Abramôs dining room table. With a light, dairy supper, 

weôll have plenty to digest! 

Tuesday, February 22nd at 6 pm 

The Finkler Question 
By Howard Johnson 

 

Winner of the 2010 Man Booker Prize, this comic and 

sad novel explores Jewishness and anti-Semitism in 

England today. 

Tuesday, May 17th at 6 pm 

All Other Nights 
By Dara Horn 

 

An intriguing plot follows Jacob Rappaport, a Jewish 

soldier/spy, from New York into Louisiana and Virginia 

during the Civil War. 

Your Ad could go here.  
 
 
 

Contact Allen Silver  
asilver9@optonline.net  

631 -744 -7551  
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Sponsors 
Needed  

We need sponsors 

for our Shabbat 

speaker program. 

Please contact Jaime 

Siegel or Lorraine 

Richter for details.  

 

Shalom Teens  

  

The November Shalom Teens meeting included dinner, 

election of officers, and games. There was a good turn-

out to help make pancakes and waffles for both adults 

and Hebrew school students at the annual Hanukkah Ba-

zaar & Pancake Breakfast. 

 

In December, the Shalom Teens combined donations in 

honor of Chanukah with the proceeds from the pancake 

breakfast to purchase over 500 diapers to donate to the 

Riverhead Rotary Diaper Drive. 

 

Calling all Shalom Teens and Alumni! Join us at our 

10th Anniversary celebration, Sunday, January 9, for 

paintball and dinner. 

 

All are invited to join Congregation Tifereth Israel on 

Saturday, January 22 for a Tu BôShevat Seder. 

 

February's meeting will be on Sunday, February 6. De-

tails TBA. 

 

For more information about our meetings and programs, 

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  B a r b a r a  S h e r y l l  a t 

bsheryll@optonline.net or 921-3354. 

Tell and Kvell  
 

Susan and Toby Lustig are 

the proud grandparents of  

Alyssa Caitlyn Doyle.  

 

Congratulations to her par-

ents, Shayna and Jon 

Doyle. Mazel Tov to all! 
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 HanukkahðMenorah Lighting and Holiday Party  
 

 

The candles glowed brightly at TIR on the first 

night of Hanukkah, December 1, despite the windy, 

rainy night. Our plans to meet by the river for the 

annual menorah lighting were quickly changed, 

and the party was moved to the social hall for an indoor celebration. Our annual com-

memoration of the miracle of Hanukkah was attended by our Hebrew school students 

and many family members. 

As we entered the synagogue, we were met by the delicious aroma of home-made lat-

kes sizzling in oil. The traditional Hanukkah snacks included latkes, applesauce, sour 

cream, and of course the yummy sufganiyot, (Hanukkah jelly donuts). Even Sarah 

Blumenthal gave the donuts a thumbs-up! The Rabbi led us in song after the candle 

lighting, and Debbie brought an eco-friendly healthy craft for the kids: an edible me-

norah made of banana and pretzels. A fun time was had by all. 

Many thanks to everyone who helped, especially Mona Warner and Sheila Muller, 

who made the latkes; and special thanks to Richard and Lisa Israel for sponsoring 

the evening.  

Please go to our Facebook  page to view pictures from this and other Temple events  

You can find the link in our Events button on our website at: 

www.TempleisraelRiverhead.org. 

 

Thanks to Vicki Fabisch and Sheila Muller for contributing to this article.  
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Leaves on the Tree of Life  
 

An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of 

Life which graces our Social Hall is a 

joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-

vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a 

special birthday, and also a fitting trib-

ute to the memory of a loved one. The 

cost of a leaf is $180. For further infor-

mation, please contact Phyll is 

VanDyne at 734-7511. 

Kosher Food For Our Events  

Beach Bakery in Westhampton Beach is a kosher, dairy bakery all 

year, except during the summer when pareve items are offered, also. 

Bagel Patch, in Patchogue, frequently provides the food for our spe-

cial events. The Best Yet Market on Route 58 carries pareve cookies 

and cakes. BJôs and Costco also have pareve cookies in their baker-

ies, and the Riverhead Waldbaumôs bakery is kosher. 
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Golden Book Cards  
 

A thoughtful Golden Book card is a great 

way to say ñMazel Tov!," ñThinking of 

you," ñGet well soon," or ñYou have our 

sympathy." Itôs a special way to give 

your congratulations on a special event, 

or to convey sympathy and support. 

Wishes are inscribed each month in the 

Book of Remembrances. Minimum 

donation is $5 each.  

 

You can also purchase Golden Book 

cards for self-mailing, 5 for $18, not 

listed in the Bulletin.  

 

Contact Florence Abrams at 3905 

Amen Corner, Riverhead, NY 11901, 

727-3929. All checks should be made 

payable to Temple Israel of Riverhead. 

 

Temple Israel of Riverhead 
gratefully acknowledges a 

contribution to its Golden Book 

Nella Hahn, LCSW 

212-888-2888 NELHAHN@AOL.COM 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

GROUPS          INDIVIDUALS          COUPLES 


