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A Message From Our Rabbi 

Dear Friends, 

As I write at mid-December, 

the media is awash with re-

membrances of the recently 

departed Christopher Hitch-

ens. It is remarkable, and, I 

think, a testament to Hitch-

ensô scarcely-believable tal-

ent and productivity, that 

such an aggressive polemicist 

was well-regarded in so 

many circles. It is not a case of de mortius nil nisi bo-

num, but rather a flood of deep appreciation from past 

objects of Hitchensô angry pen, including not a few 

Jews and religious Christians. Given his hostility to 

religion in general,  to Zionism in particular, why 

should this be the case? 

Rabbi William Siemers 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 Come in from the cold and  

join us for our warm and friendly services!  
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Best Wishes From  

Segal and Siegel  

I donôt speak for anyone other than myself 

in this, but I always regarded the challeng-

es that Hitchens posed to religious life as 

ultimately enriching. There is an analysis 

of the utility of heretics from the teaching 

of Rav Kook which has beautiful (and un-

expected) parallels to the 19th century 

British liberal thinker John Stuart Mill:  

the attacks on religion from heretics play 

an important role in purifying and 

strengthening religious life. Like all other 

realms of thought, religion accumulates 

mistakes and laziness, which are to its det-

riment. The interaction with honest (and 

smart) heretics causes believers to purge 

these errors and so rectify their faith. Con-

flict and resolution lead to growth, and 

from this point of view the relentless and 

smart attacks that Hitchens directed at reli-

gion were a gift. 

This is not to apologize for Hitchensô 

loathing of Israel and other transgressions 

which he committed with his pen. Even 

(Rabbiðcontinued from page 1) 

though he found out late in his life that his 

mother was Jewish, he had no affection 

for Judaism. His polemic against religion 

was not hypothetical, but he also walked 

the walk. There are those who would say, 

and with justice, that these facts should be 

dispositive in any evaluation of Hitchens. 

Yet while giving them due, I cannot help 

but admire an unapologetic mission to 

speak to the truth, letting the chips fall 

where they may ï even when leading to 

convictions diametrical to our own. Our 

mission is also the relentless search for the 

true and good, and there is a part of me 

that admires Hitchens as a helpful fellow 

traveler on that voyage, with all the sub-

stantial disagreement. Ave atque vale. 

BôShalom 

Rabbi Bill Siemers   

  A Latin phrase which indicates that it is socially inappro-
priate to say anything negative about a recently deceased 

person. 

   hail and farewell  
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Book Club 

 
 

 

 

 

Tuesday, January 10, 2012 at 6 PM 

Kosher Nation 
by  Sue Fiskoff  

Come join the Temple Israel book group! Cynthia Schulman will be hosting the 

meeting. A light dinner will be served. RSVP to Cynthia at 631-727-3568 or 

cynschul@optonline.net. 

Our Judaica Shop 
If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself or for a gift, you will find them right in the 

Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-

played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-To-Go, kipot, 

Seder and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks 

are all there.  

 

Annette Grubman and Phyllis Van Dyne operate the Temple's Shop, acquiring new items 

several times a year. These dedicated ladies will also fill special orders; if you see something 

you'd like, they can get it for you. Or, if you need ideas for a gift, they will be happy to sug-

gest something in your price range, perfect for your occasion and recipient. For more infor-

mation and personal service, just call Annette at 631-765-2351, or Phyllis at 631-734-7511. 
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Kol Nidre Appeal 
 
As we 

move 

into 

5772, 

we con-

tinue to need  our member-

ship and friends to pre-

serve the health and well-

being of our beloved tem-

ple. It is a tradition in con-

gregations to establish a 

Kol Nidre Appeal Fund; at 

Temple Israel this fund is 

vital to help supplement 

the dues and thus cover our 

operating expenses. There-

fore, we ask each one of 

you, if you have not al-

ready donated, to be as 

generous as possible, in 

order that our temple may 

continue to meet the grow-

ing needs of the Jewish 

community. 

 

Please forward your check, 

payable to Temple Israel 

Kol Nidre Fund, to: Tem-

ple Israel of Riverhead, 

P.O. Box 1531, Riverhead, 

NY 11901. You can also 

pay online using PayPal. 

 

Thank you. 

     

Some Humor 
 

Q: Is one permitted to ride in an airplane on the Sabbath? 

A: Yes, as long as your seat belt remains fastened. In this case, 

it is considered that you are not riding, you are wearing the 

plane.  

 

An old Jewish beggar was out on the street in New York City 

with his tin cup. 

"Please, sir," he pleaded to a passerby, "could you spare seven-

ty-three cents for a cup of coffee and some pie?" 

The man asked, "Where do you get coffee and pie for seventy-

three cents in New York? It costs at least a dollar!" 

The beggar replied, "So who buys retail?  
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Inclement Weather 
Announcements  

 
In the event of bad weather, call the Temple at 631-727-3191 for an updated message. 

You can also listen to WALK radio at 97.5 FM, or point your web browser to 

www.walkradio.com to keep informed of closings and cancellations.  

Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. 

Contact Sheila Muller, at PO Box 2433, Aquebogue, NY 

11931, 631-722-4711, or suraelka@aol.com. All checks should 

be made out to Sisterhood, Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you 

can use PayPal from our website.  

 

Shalom Teens 
 

January 7, 6-8 PMðDinner and óMeet the Rabbiô at the North Fork Reform Synagogue . 

 

February 5, 5-7 PMðSouthold town recreation, Peconic. Dinner and program.  

 

Contact Sheila Muller, at 631-722-4711, or Barbara Sheryll, at 631-734-5242, for infor-

mation about these and other events.  
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Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 

An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of 

Life which graces our Social Hall is a 

joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-

vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a 

special birthday, and also a fitting trib-

ute to the memory of a loved one. The 

cost of a leaf is $180. For further infor-

mation, please contact Phyllis 

VanDyne at 734-7511. 

Kosher Food For Our Events 

Beach Bakery in Westhampton Beach is a kosher, dairy bakery all 

year, except during the summer, when pareve items are offered, al-

so. 

Bagel Patch, in Patchogue, frequently provides the food for our spe-

cial events. The Best Yet Market on Route 58 carries pareve cookies 

and cakes. BJôs and Costco also have pareve cookies in their baker-

ies, and the Riverhead Waldbaumôs bakery is kosher. 
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Golden Book Cards 
 

A thoughtful Golden Book card is a great 

way to say ñMazel Tov!," ñThinking of 

you," ñGet well soon," or ñYou have our 

sympathy." Itôs a special way to give 

your congratulations on a special event, 

or to convey sympathy and support. 

Wishes are inscribed each month in the 

Book of Remembrances. Minimum 

donation is $5 each.  

 

You can also purchase Golden Book 

cards for self-mailing, 5 for $18, not 

listed in the Bulletin.  

 

Contact Florence Abrams at 3905 

Amen Corner, Riverhead, NY 11901, 

727-3929. All checks should be made 

payable to Temple Israel of Riverhead. 

 

Temple Israel of Riverhead 
gratefully acknowledges a 

contribution to its Golden Book 

Donôt forget to mention the 

bulletin when patronizing 

our  advertisers!  


