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RABBI’S REFLECTIONS:  

Hanukkah Light  

 
Hanukkah is the Festival of 
Light. We light the hanukki-
yah. Two things distinguish 
the hanukkiyah from the me-
norah: there are eight days of 
Hanukkah light rather than 
seven days of creation, and 
that the hanukkiyah lights 
must be lit by another light; 
so it has an extra, ninth, light 

from which to light the others, the shammash. Two 
stories about light: 
 
A young man apprenticed to a blacksmith. He 
learned how to hold the tongs, lift the hammer, smite 
the object on the anvil, and use the bellows to fan the 
flame. He became so good, the royal smithy em-
ployed him. At first delighted, he soon despaired 
when he realized that he never learned the most basic 
step:  how to light the fire. 
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(Rabbi—continued from page 1) 

A painter once complained to (Hayyim) 
Jacques Lipchitz, the sculptor, that he was 
dissatisfied with the light, so he went to 
Morocco seeking a change. He was dissat-
isfied there, too. Lipchitz told him that “an 
artist’s light comes from within, not from 
without.” 
 
We learn from these stories that if we want 
to make something of life, the spark needs 
to come from within. Whatever we see 
and touch can only be a stimulus for what 
we do in life, and who we are. The crea-
tive spark that makes us who we are must 
come from within, from our inner selves, 
our spiritual side. From there we can keep 
it glowing and hot. Only when we trust 
ourselves and our own judgment, shield-
ing the light from within, will we with-
stand the cold breezes of doubt, callous-
ness, and indifference. 

Nurturing our internal flame is a lifetime 
effort. When we do, we must follow the 
light where it leads. We will be fired by 
the convictions of what we know we must 
do. Without it, we lose interest in whatev-
er we do, and our actions will become 
meaningless. With it, we will not only 
keep our own flame kindled, but we 
might become the flame that burns hotter, 
keeping us alight to continue our efforts, 
and sparking other people’s lights. 
 
The hanukkiyah with its shammash is a 
testament to the spark that the Maccabees 
lit a long time ago, which lights the way 
for people throughout history. We have a 
spark of the Divine within us, from which 
we can fan the flame to fight for freedom 
and God. 
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Hebrew  School 
 

At Temple Israel of Riverhead 2021-22 
490 Northville Tpke, PO Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901 

631-727-3191, TempleIsraelRH@optonline.net 
TempleIsraelRiverhead.org 

 
 

 

Our Hebrew School is child-friendly and completely student-focused. Our 
caring, trained staff members work with small classes to foster positive ex-
periences with Jewish culture, holidays, and customs, as well as Hebrew 
language and prayer education. 
 
 
Registering children age 3 - 8: 
Focus on beginner: aleph bet, holidays, customs, and traditional prayers. 
Classes meet every Wednesday, 4:00 - 5:00 PM. 
Covid-19 protocol: Students and staff will be masked when indoors.  
For Temple Israel of Riverhead’s complete Covid-19 policies, visit https://
www.templeisraelriverhead.org/r%20rules%20covid.htm. 
 
 
Remaining class dates for the 2021-22 school year: 
December 1, 8, 15, 22; January 5, 12, 19, 26; February 2, 9, 16; March 2, 9, 
16, 23, 30; April 6, 13, 27; May 4, 11, 18, 25. 
Dates subject to change. 
 
For more information, please contact the Temple Office.  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel 
and we will make a $100.00 donation in your name 

1375 Old Country Road 
Riverhead, N.Y11901 

Phone (631) 727-0555 
Fax (631) 727-8453 

 
 
 
 

 

 

The Vatican’s Vault by Barry Libin 
December 27

th
, including a special visit  

with the author, via Zoom. 
 
 

Last Summer at the Golden Hotel  
by Elyssa Friedland  

 January 24
th
, possible location TBA, & via Zoom. 

 
 
 
 

Contact  Harley Abrams at hpa.aia.architect@gmail.com or Barbara Smith 
for information.  

mailto:hpa.aia.architect@gmail.com
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Talmud Classes Pirqei Avot 
 

Rabbi Rascoe’s Talmud classes continue at 6 PM on Wednesdays in December and Janu-
ary Via Zoom. There is always review. No advance reading is required, and the materials 
studied may be found in the Shabbat Prayerbook. Attendees receive an introduction to Tal-
mudic logic, thought, and law.  

Book Discussion-Between God and Man 
 

Rabbi Rascoe will be continue discussing Between God and Man: An Interpretation of 
Judaism  by Abraham Heschel, with a new introduction by David Hartman (1997). The 
group  meets at 6 PM on Tuesdays in December and January via Zoom. 

Interfaith Bible Class 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet on Wednesdays, December 8 and January 12, from 
9:30-11:30 AM. Please contact the Rabbi for information and the Zoom link.  

Please note: Congregants will receive emailed instructions for attending Rabbi Ras-
coe's classes via Zoom. Classes may be cancelled when the class decides to take a break, 
and you may come late or leave early.  

Bible Study Starting with Genesis  
 

Rabbi Rascoe will be holding this class at 6:30 PM on Thursdays in December and Janu-
ary via Zoom.  
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 Our rules for attending services have changed!  
 

You can still attend Saturday services 
in-person, if fully vaccinated. 

 
Reservations are still required, as is proof of vaccination, and masking.  
 
For the complete list, visit our website at:  
http://www.templeisraelriverhead.org/r%20rules%20covid.htm 
  

In Memory of 

Segal 

From Siegel 

Kol Nidre Appeal 5782 
 

As we move into 5782, we continue to need  our membership and 
friends to preserve the health and well-being of our beloved temple. It 
is a tradition in congregations to establish a Kol Nidre Appeal Fund; at 
Temple Israel this fund is vital to help supplement the dues and thus 
cover our operating expenses. Therefore, we ask each one of you, if 
you have not already donated, to be as generous as possible, in order 
that our temple may continue to meet the growing needs of the Jewish 
community. 

 
Please forward your check, payable to Temple Israel Kol Nidre Fund, to: Temple Israel of 
Riverhead, P.O. Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901. You can also pay online using PayPal. 
Thank you. 

http://www.templeisraelriverhead.org/r%20rules%20covid.htm
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Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact 
Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191. All checks should 
be made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 

Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 
 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 
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Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. 
 
Phyllis Van Dyne operates the Temple's Shop, acquiring new items several times a year. She 
will also fill special orders; if you see something you'd like, she can get it for you. Or, if you 
need ideas for a gift, she will be happy to suggest something in your price range, perfect for 
your occasion and recipient. For more information and personal service, just call Phyllis at 
631-734-7511. 

Kosher Food For Our Events 

Bagel Patch, in Patchogue, frequently provides the food for our 
special events. BJ’s and Costco also have pareve cookies in their 
bakeries. Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher 
supervision. 
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TODAH RABAH! 

Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 
 
In memory of Todd Rascoe—Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Pilzer. 
In memory of Randy Segal—Jaime Siegel. 
Mazel tov to Marilyn & David Tawfik on the birth of a granddaughter—Jaime Siegel. 
Get well Robert Weintraub—Adele Weintraub. 
Classes and Services—Susan Pashman. 
In memory of parents Samuel & Helena Finkelstein, & Abe & Ruth Grubman— Dr. & 
 Mrs. Marvin Grubman. 
Yahrzeit for Tsipora Bright—mother of Richard Levinton. 
Yahrzeit for Lena Mask—grandmother of Jaime Siegel. 
Yahrzeit for Arthur Sandberg—father of George Sandberg. 
Yahrzeit for David Glickstein—Cynthia Glickstein. 
Yahrzeit for Leonard Kagan—brother of Bruce Kagan. 
Yahrzeit for Alfred Hefter—father of Robert Hefter. 
Yahrzeit for Florence Collins—mother of Howard Collins. 
Yahrzeit for Frances Siegel—aunt of Jamie Siegel. 
Yahrzeit for Irma Reitman—mother of Helene Hines. 
Yahrzeit for Rose Ritigstein—mother of Renee Chizever.  
 

 
Donations to Kol Nidre 5782 Fund  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Allen Silver Mr. Howard Collins 

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Marchbein Ms. Myra Korman 

Jaime Siegel Dr. Howard Gordon 

Ruth Prizer Mr. & Mrs. Howard Levine 

Dr. & Mrs. Martin Van Dyne Dr. & Mrs. David Lissauer 

Mr. & Mrs. Tobias Lustig  
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 Candle Lighting Times 
 

12/3 4:04 PM 12/24 4:09 PM 

12/10 4:04 PM 12/31 4:14 PM 

12/17 4:06 PM 1/7 4:20 PM 

The High Tech Dreidel Operator's Manual  
(A little humor) 

 

You are now the proud owner of a high-quality, state 
of the art "Dreidel" which can make you a winner! A 
multi-faceted, interactive educational and entertain-
ment micro-system, the versatile Dreidel utilizes max-
imum kinetic transfer technology, putting years of 
wondrous experience at your fingertips. 
 

Rapidly rotating on its axis, the Dreidel is driven by centrifugal forces that defy 
gravitational pull. The Dreidel operates efficiently on renewable energy sources 
at high, medium, and low speeds. Velocity and RPM levels are adjusted by the 
flick of a finger. Perfectly balanced and precision engineered, the Dreidel is vir-
tually maintenance-free. It has no moving parts, and no batteries or upgrades are 
required. 
 
From: www.jewishmag.com 
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Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces 
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and 
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost 
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis 
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information. 

An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping! 
 
 
 

Please contact Lorraine 
Richter (631-553-7635) 
or the Temple office to 
arrange a purchase. The 
total profit from card 
sales is donated to the 
general fund each year. 
Please support this silent 
fundraiser. 

Gift Cards are now avail-
able for most major su-
permarkets... 

  

• ShopRite 

• Stop & Shop  

• King Kullen 
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
 December    Kislev/Tevet 5782 

12/1 Crowitz, Louis Kislev 27 

12/1 Weber, Nora Kislev 27 

12/2 Talsky, Joyce Kislev 28 

12/5 Shapiro, Mildred Louis Tevet 1 

12/8 Lazarus, Samuel Tevet 4 

12/8 Lowy, Frederick Tevet 4 

12/8 Raffe, Flora Tevet 4 

12/8 Scheinberg, Henry Tevet 4 

12/8 Senft, Mollie Tevet 4 

12/8 Siegel, Pauline Tevet 4 

12/9 Deutsch, Shirley Tevet 5 

12/9 Frankel, Lena Tevet 5 

12/9 Schulman, William Tevet 5 

12/10 Benstock, Roslyn Tevet 6 

12/10 Levy, Sylvia Tevet 6 

12/10 Richter, Maurice Tevet 6 

12/10 Zuck, Joseph Tevet 6 

12/11 Mathews, Maxwell J. Tevet 7 

12/11 Schackman, Nathaniel Tevet 7 

12/11 Seidner, Sidney Tevet 7 

12/12 Lotzky, Isaac Tevet 8 

12/14 Gradus, Lorraine Tevet 10 

12/14 Harding, Louis Tevet 10 

12/15 Carchman, Max Tevet 11 

12/15 Jaeger, Ida Tevet 11 

12/15 Michaelson, Joseph Tevet 11 

12/15 Weiner, Joseph Tevet 11 

12/16 Hagler, Sylvia Tevet 12 

12/16 Saffer, Anna Tevet 12 

12/17 Goldstein, Rona Tevet 13 

12/17 Muehlenthal, Phil Tevet 13 

12/18 Hefter, Steven Tevet 14 

12/19 Arnold, Mary Tevet 15 

12/19 Reich, Hyman Tevet 15 

12/20 Knopfler, Joseph Tevet 16 

12/20 Schmilowitz, Eva Tevet 16 

12/20 Wasserman, Rose Tevet 16 

12/20 Zaglin, Meryl Tevet 16 

12/21 Mathews, Jacob B. Tevet 17 

12/22 Frank, Yudel Velvel (Joel) Tevet 18 

12/23 Besserman, Bernard Tevet 19 

12/23 Goldstein, Sarah Tevet 19 

12/23 Mottus, Anna Tevet 19 

12/23 Salpeter, Abraham Tevet 19 

12/23 Schwartz, Alice Tevet 19 

12/24 Kaiden, Ida Tevet 20 

12/25 Finkelstein, Barnet Tevet 21 

12/25 Schulman, Jean Tevet 21 

12/26 Carlson, Nettie Tevet 22 

12/26 Finkelstein, Samuel Tevet 22 

12/26 Laufe, Abe Tevet 22 

12/27 Schiff, Philip Tevet 23 

12/27 Sulitzer, Irwin Tevet 23 

12/28 Cohen, Henry S. Tevet 24 

12/29 Donner, Noah J. Tevet 25 

12/29 Goldberg, Simon Tevet 25 

12/29 Goldstein, Rabbi Edward Tevet 25 

12/29 Silver, Morris Tevet 25 

12/30 Lambert, Flo Tevet 26 

12/30 Quasha, Dr. Marie Solow Tevet 26 

12/31 Goldstein, Hyman Tevet 27 

12/31 Leavitt, Rachel Tevet 27 

1/1 Frank, Mary B. Tevet 28 

1/1 Goldstein, Sherwood Tevet 28 

1/1 Merkin, Betty Tevet 28 

1/2 Herzog, Beverly Tevet 29 

1/2 Heyman, Ben-Zion Tevet 29 

1/2 Kaplan, Barry Tevet 29 

1/3 Chizever, Rebecca Shevat 1 

1/3 Frank, Rebecca Shevat 1 

1/3 Goldman, Joseph Shevat 1 

1/3 Moiseff, Hilda Shevat 1 

1/4 Segal, Isaac Shevat 2 

1/4 Segal, Isadore Shevat 2 

1/5 Diamond, Mercedes Shevat 3 

1/5 Golding, Barnett S. Shevat 3 

1/5 Roth, Carole Shevat 3 
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For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Bulletin Allen Silver 
asilver9@gmail.com 

631-744-7551 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

High Holidays   

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608 

Judaica Shop Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042 

Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Trees in Israel Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Supermarket 
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 

631-727-3191 
631-653-9028 

Officers:  

President Jaime Siegel 

1st Vice President Barbara Smith 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 
  

Linda Prizer  

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams  

Robert Brown   

Rebecca Hagler  

Lisa Israel  

Lorraine Richter  

  

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Allen Silver Lee Ann Silver 
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 
490 Northville Turnpike 
P.O. Box 1531 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
TIME-SENSITIVE MAIL 
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.SPOSTAGE 
PAID 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
Permit No26 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
 
 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
 

 
* Note: All classes are currently taught via Zoom.  
 
 
 

December 27, January  24 Book Club meets 

Tuesdays in December & January Adult Ed—Between God and Man* 

Wednesdays in December & January Adult Ed—Talmud Classes Pirqei  Avot* 

Thursdays in December & January,  Adult Ed—Bible Study Class* 

http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

