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RABBI'S REFLECTIONS:
Community, Adaptability, and Hanukkah

We say Hanukkah was a
fight for religious freedom,
which as I wrote last year, is
true only in a limited sense.
The first story celebrated a
late Sukkot in a newly re-
dedicated Temple; the oil
came later. The Maccabees
wanted political freedom,
but allies quit once they re-
gained the Temple. The
Maccabees engineered political freedom, founding
the Hasmonean dynasty. Judah Maccabee briefly de-
feated the Idumeans. John Hyrcanus conquered them
in 125 BCE and forcibly converted them to Judaism.
From this came Roman rule and Herod, who ended
the Hasmonean line.

Rabbi Michael Rascoe

Every generation faces change by the next one; now
the next two or three, and in some groups even more
(college student bodies change at least every four
years, but faculty less often.) One major issue we
face is community. Who comprises it and who may

enter it? Who makes changes? What kinds of
changes can the community make and still remain

(Rabbi—continued on page 2)
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(Rabbi—continued from page 1)

connected to its past? Does community
even matter any more? This works on the
micro and macro levels (synagogue, city,
country.)

I don’t have an answer. Remaining the
same is a prescription to die. Too much
change precludes continuity, and almost as-
sures death. To survive, Jews made radical
changes. We survived the First Temple's de-
struction by creating an unprecedented dias-
pora. Ezra tried to bring us back to the Tem-
ple, but most remained in exile. We adopted
two radical suggestions: the highlight of our
worship service became the Torah reading,
sharing the Bible with the public and re-
moving it from exclusive priestly control;
and matrilineal descent. We suffered the de-
struction of the Second Temple, and another
massive killing spree and diaspora, but
Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai asked for
Yavneh and its sages. Out of this came the
triumph of the synagogue and the rabbi (the
synagogue already existed, and so did the
teacher, but their roles changed; the rabbin-
ate 1s later.) We survived Romans, Christi-
anity, and Islam. We’re surviving moderni-
ty, although some in each religion want to
live in an idealized past that never existed.
After another disaster, post-WW II Judaism
thrived in the USA and Israel.
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The 1960s changed our world view in
radical ways, both good and bad. Some
positives: Judaism became one of the
three major religions (first proposed by
Will Herberg as Jewish studies grew on
college campuses,) and we learned the
experts don’t know everything (The Jew-
ish Catalogues, CAJE in education.) It
hastened the growth of individual autono-
my and the lessening of community, not
in the least because many boomers didn’t
look back fondly on their synagogue
childhood (except maybe youth group,)
and passed to their children their negative
stereotypes and experiences, and individ-
ualistic values. Recognizing this, changes
were introduced to benefit today's 20- and
30- somethings who currently are chang-
ing the Jewish world, aided by the estab-
lishment and people their grandparents'
ages. Their models, though changed, may
include Rabbi Shulweis's and Boston's
havurot and Chabad houses, and Rabbi
Kaplan's definition of Judaism as “an
evolving religious civilization” and Jew-
ish Center, even as they leave the institu-
tions while implicitly accepting his ra-
tionales for them. These young leaders
have more Judaic education than any pre-
vious group in history, including a major-
ity with some day-school education and

(Rabbi—continued on page 4)
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Where Value & Great Prices Come Together!

When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel
and we will make a $100.00 donation in your name
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(Rabbi—continued from page 2)

college classes; and over 90% have visit-
ed Israel, even as they strongly and pub-
licly question Israel, unlike many of us
who remember the uncertain times before
the 1967 (Six Day) War, and the 1973
(Yom Kippur) War.

What will the future be? 1 don’t know.
Hanukkah teaches us that too much as-
similation is bad (which is why the Mac-
cabees had allies,) and so is too little

change (they changed the law and fought
on Shabbat, which is one of many reasons
they survived.) They fought the war and
won, but lost the promise and ended with
no lineage and no Jewish kingdom. We
survived their mistakes and adopted their
good points. This much at least is promis-
ing. Hanukkah reminds us that we adapt
and survive.

Hanukkah S
Community Menorah
Lighting & Latkes

Sunday, December 2, 2018
5:30 PM at Riverfront Park.
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Patchogue Family Dental, PC
680 5. Country Road
East Patchogue, NY 11772

Phone: (631) 475-1191
Fax: (631) 758-5351

Hampton Family Dental, PC
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East Quogue, NY 11942

Phone (631) 653-5888
Fax: (631) 653-7813

December 2018




You are Invited

Herbert & Georgina Israel cordially invite you to their new
daughter’s naming on Sunday, December 9, at 9:30 AM. The
naming will take place during the Torah dedication. Luncheon to
follow. Please join us for this joyous event.

Tell and Kvell

Carter Michael Muller arrived November 13, 2018, at 11:01AM, 7 1bs. 4 oz. Par-
ents Johnathan and Monika Muller are doing well. Grandparents Sheila Muller
and Carol and Ron Achtziger feel blessed and thankful for a healthy baby boy.
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Richmond Realty Corp

889 Harrison Avenue, Second Floor « Riverhead, NY 11901
631-727-5500
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Specializing In East End Real Estate

#Mew Construction #Custom Homes #Commercial Construction

#Office Renovations +Develnpment #|nvestment Froperties

The Israel Tamily
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A Message from the TIR Executive Board

To the Temple Family:

With sad hearts, we want to express our grief and outrage at the shocking
murder of innocent people at Congregation Etz Chayim, Tree of Life, in Pitts-
burgh, on a Saturday late last month. Our hearts and prayers extend to all
the families and friends who have lost loved ones. There is no way to under-
stand the hate that a person holds in their soul to perform such a heinous
act against mankind.

We have asked the Riverhead Town Police to increase their patrols around
our synagogue. Our security team for the High Holidays has extended their
support to us during this frightening time, and they will be with us for the next
few Shabbats.

Two years ago, TIR installed cameras at every entry door to the building. We
will continue to take every precaution to protect our congregants and ensure
their safety. We plan to take further steps to secure our building and our tem-
ple family. Our doors will remain locked, and TIR will welcome members and
visitors by opening the door for them each time. If a suspicious person ap-
proaches, they will not be admitted. The rest is up to all of us; if you see
something, say something.

We pray that Pittsburgh is an isolated act of hatred and that we will never
hear of this senseless loss of life again.

B'shalom,

Jaime, Rich, Barbara, and Elaine

Thank You

The family of Andrea Siegel wishes to thank the temple family of TIR for the
outpouring of support and consolation offered following her untimely passing.

Temple Israel of Riverhead 6 December 2018



Winter Shabbat Dinners
continue through March 8th, 2019

Friday night Shabbat services begin at 5:30 PM,
followed by a community dinner.
Join us for services and dinner.
It is a wonderful evening, and a great
way to begin Shabbat.

Thank you to our upcoming sponsors:

Candle

Lighting Sponsors

Georgina and Herbert Israel, in honor of

4.04 PM the birth of their daughter.

Jaime Siegel in honor of Pauline's

4:05 PM Yahrzeit.

4:08 PM Alice & Michael Ganz

4:12 PM Richie Levinton, missing for a year!

4:18 PM Harvey & Leni Goldsmith

Consider sponsoring a Friday night dinner for $180.00,
Please join us, whether you are a sponsor, or not.

Temple Israel of Riverhead 7 December 2018



New Lecture Series Coming—Save the Dates!

Temple Israel will be presenting a series of Friday evening dinner
lectures given by Rabbi Stephen Karol. Rabbi Karol is Rabbi Emeri-
tus of Temple Isaiah in Stony Brook, and author of Finding Hope
and Faith in the Face of Death: Insights of a Rabbi and Mourner

Bob Dylan’s Jewish Music
January 4, 2019

Based on Seth Rogovoy’s Bob Dylan: Prophet, Mystic, Poet, and other
resources, this presentation involves listening to and discussing some of
Dylan’s lyrics which contain Biblical and Jewish references. Included are
well-known songs such as Blowin’ in the Wind, Forever Young, All Along
the Watchtower, and With God on Our Side, and lesser-known songs
such as Highway 61 Revisited, Neighborhood Bully, Jokerman, and | Pity
the Poor Immigrant. Generously sponsored by Leni and Harvey Gold-

smith.

Ten Tips for ‘Successful’ Jewish Parenting and Grand-parenting

February 8, 2019

This presentation emphasizes the ways in which adults can set an exam-
ple of Jewish commitment and involvement for their children and/or
grandchildren by how they live, what they do, and what they say. Gener-
ously sponsored by Stephanie and lke Israel.

"Turn, Turn, Turn’: What We Can Learn From the Book of Ecclesiastes—

March 1, 2019

The Book of Ecclesiastes is profound and meaningful, especially for sen-
ior citizens, but its messages about wisdom, family values, and perspec-
tive can be meaningful to anyone. Generously sponsored by Dr. Howard
Gordon in memory of Lynne Gordon.

Lest wishes (o
Temple Israel
from

Siegel and Segal

o

O

/
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Temple Israel of Riverhead

by Naomi Levy
Location: Temple Israel of Riverhead
Please RSVP so we can plan accordingly.

Contact Harley Abrams or Barbara Smith with any questions.

Modified Shabbat Services Continue

Test out our shortened Shabbat services
on the 1st Shabbat of the month.

December 1, 2018
January 4, 2019

Services begin promptly at 9:30 AM,
with a minyan, and end at 11:00 AM.

Followed by a Kiddush luncheon.

Temple Israel of Riverhead 9 December 2018



A Request from our Rabbi

Anyone interested in a Hebrew class please contact me, and I'll see about setting one
up. It's been a few years and I've had some requests. I would like to know if people
are still interested.

Kol Nidre Appeal 5779

As we move into 5779, we continue to need our membership and friends to

y preserve the health and well-being of our beloved temple. It is a tradition in
congregations to establish a Kol Nidre Appeal Fund; at Temple Israel this
fund is vital to help supplement the dues and thus cover our operating ex-
penses. Therefore, we ask each one of you, if you have not already donated,
to be as generous as possible, in order that our temple may continue to meet
the growing needs of the Jewish community.

Please forward your check, payable to Temple Israel Kol Nidre Fund, to: Temple Israel of River-
head, P.O. Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901. You can also pay online using PayPal. Thank you.

Leaves on the Tree of Life

An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of
Life which graces our Social Hall is a
joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a
special birthday, and also a fitting trib-
ute to the memory of a loved one. The
cost of a leaf is $180 for members.
Please contact Phyllis VanDyne at 631-
734-7511 for information, .

Temple Israel of Riverhead 10 December 2018



. Adult Wit
(@' ClaSSQS Rabbi Rascoe
a/

Rabbi Rascoe Discusses Buber’s [ and Thou

-

Rabbi Rascoe continues discussions of Martin Buber’s book, / and Thou. The next ses-
sions will be held on Tuesdays, December 11 & 25; and January 8 & 22, at 7 PM, at Tem-

ple Israel.

The Personhood of God

On Tuesdays, December 18 and January 15, at 6 PM, we continue to look at the different
images of God as a person, and what those images say about God, our faith, and the
whole human condition.

Talmud Classes

Talmud classes continue on the following Wednesdays: December 5, 12, 19, and 26; and
January 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30; from 6 to 7:30 PM. Rabbi Rascoe invites you to join us.
There is always review, so no previous attendance is required. Attendees receive an intro-
duction to Talmudic logic, thought, and law.

Interfaith Bible Book-of-the-Month Club

The Interfaith Bible Class will resume meeting on Wednesdays, December 12 and January
9, from 9:30-11:30 AM, at St. Marks Church, 105 Randall Road, Shoreham. Please call
Mike Griske (631-849-1744,) club President, with any questions.

Temple Israel of Riverhead 11 December 2018



Something to Kvell about? Let us know!

Please let us know if you have an event you would like to celebrate: the birth
of a child or grandchild, a special graduation, an accomplishment of a close
relative, or any of the other joys of life. Email the information to Allen Silver

at asilver9@gmail.com.
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Need a Ride to TIR?
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Do you find it difficult getting transportation to services and events at Temple Israel,
especially at night? If so, please call the office at 727-3191, and we will try to arrange a

ride for you.

Sponsor a Speaker at Temple
Israel

If you are interested in sponsoring a future
Shabbat speaker program, please contact
Jaime Siegel or Lorraine Richter.

L
g /‘C?‘\K},« Beach Bakevy
I,-'r \‘{_ 4 L Sl ’
R ji}ﬁ GR, D cafe is
\ D e
i/ Now KOSHER,

www.beachhakery.com
112 Main 1. Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 (631} 286 - 6552 or (631) 288 - Cake
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Plant a Tree in Israel
™' You can have a tree planted in
Israel for a donation of $18.
Contact Carole Jones at the TIR
office, 631-727-3191. All checks
should be made out to Temple
Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal
from our website.

Briarclifh
Sprinklers

Irrigation Specialists

/\
/‘\.’\

22355 County Road 48, Unit #22
Cutchogue, NY 11935
(631) 734-6395

TERRANCE P. MARTIN
FAX (631) 734-8821
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An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping!

Gift Cards are now avail-
able for all major super-
markets...

Please contact Lana An-
ker (lana410@aol.com,)
Lorraine Richter (631-

553-7635,) or the Tem-

R @i ple office to arrange a
» Best Market S i  purchase. The total prof-

« Stop & Shop 4 S it from card sales is do-

\ nated to the general fund
. King Kullen a e each year. Please sup-
port this silent fundrais-

er.

Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel

TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer.

Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel.

Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as
the recipient.

Temple Israel of Riverhead 13 December 2018
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TODAH RABAH!

Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead

Refuah shelamah Leni Goldsmith—Jaime Siegel.
Donation—MTr. & Mrs. Steven Weiss.

In memory of Andrea Siegel—Mr. & Mrs.. Stanley Hagler, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hefter,
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Schwartz, Ms. Bernice Feldman, Ms. Lana Anker.

Yahrzeit for Michelle—daughter of Leni & Harvey Goldsmith.

Yahrzeit for Gilbert Shapiro—brother-in-law of Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Hagler.
Yahrzeit for Frances Siegel—aunt of Jaime Siegel.

Yahrzeit for Samuel Schackman—grandfather of Elaine Kimpel.

Yahrzeit for Alfred Hefter—father of Robert Hefter.

Yahrzeit for Paul Vinacour, in honor of Harley Abrams—Mr. & Mrs. Allan Schneider.
Yahrzeit for Dotty Karlin—mother of Howard Karlin.

Yahrzeit for Arthur Sandberg—father of George Sandberg.

Yahrzeit for Selma Schecter, mother of Michelle Schecter—Jaime Siegel.
Yahrzeit for Rose Goldstein—mother-in-law of Renee Goldstein.

Trees for Israel, in memory of David Sachs—MTr. & Mrs. James Hahn.

Trees for Israel, in memory of Florence Peress—Mr. & Mrs. James Hahn.

Donations to Kol Nidre 5779 Fund

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Israel Mr. & Mrs. Allen Silver
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Sanders Mr. & Mrs. Tobias Lustig
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Our Judaica Shop

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are
all there.

Phyllis Van Dyne operates the Temple's Shop, acquiring new items several times a year. She
will also fill special orders; if you see something you'd like, she can get it for you. Or, if you
need ideas for a gift, she will be happy to suggest something in your price range, perfect for
your occasion and recipient. For more information and personal service, just call Phyllis at
631-734-7511.
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p—— “ Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision.
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Philanthropy ¢ Public Service * Volunteering

We know what it takes to make a strong
Jewish community.
Doing our job well is just the beginning.

We believe to be a good funeral director, you should serve the community in times of growth
and happiness as well as times of grief. It's not surprising we've served the Jewish community for
over 100 years. How we've served is the surprising part. David Rubin and his entire staff work
tirelessly in serving the Jewish community, but then, that’s part of our philosophy and tradition,

We believe to be a good funeral director, you should serve and give back to the community.

Jewish Funeral Directors Since 1888

21 E. Deer Park Road, Dix Hills (631) 499-6060

55 North Station Plaza, Great Neck (516) 487-8600

46 Greenwich Street, Hempstead (516) 486-2500

1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn (718) 377-8610

[ 114-03 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills (718) 263-5365 o
E 21 'W. Broad Street, Mt. Vernon (914) 664-2062 s
David M. Rubin 4714 Okeechobee Blvd., West Palm Beach, FL. ~ (561) 966-5217 SRR ¢
Funeral Director, 2230 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywoed, FL., (954) 921-1776 v
Vice Frasident www.ijmorris.com ™

PrePlan - call for information Monuments by [.J. MORRIS, INC.
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We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing.
May their memories be a blessing.

Froehlich, Zackery
Wimpfheimer, Herbert
Honig, Sylvia
Galitzer, Rose
Ritigstein, Rose
Crowitz, Louis
Turkel, William
Talsky, Joyce

Topal, Louis
Lightdale, Sylvia
Saffer, Sidney
Shapiro, Mildred Louis
Dubin, Norman
Lazarus, Samuel
Lowy, Frederick
Raffe, Flora
Scheinberg, Henry
Senft, Mollie

Siegel, Pauline
Deutsch, Shirley
Frankel, Lena
Benstock, Roslyn
Levy, Sylvia

Richter, Maurice
Zuck, Joseph
Mathews, Maxwell J.
Schackman, Nathaniel
Seidner, Sidney
Lotzky, Isaac
Gradus, Lorraine
Harding, Louis
Carchman, Max
Jaeger, lda
Michaelson, Joseph
Weiner, Joseph
Saffer, Anna
Goldstein, Rona
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Kislev/Tevet 5779
12/21 Muehlenthal, Phil Tevet 13
12/21 Schubach, Walter Tevet 13
12/22 Friedlander, Sidney Tevet 14
12/22 Hefter, Steven Tevet 14
12/23 Arnold, Mary Tevet 15
12/23 Reich, Hyman Tevet 15
12/24 Knopfler, Joseph Tevet 16
12/24 Schmilowitz, Eva Tevet 16
12/24 Wasserman, Rose Tevet 16
12/25 Mathews, Jacob B. Tevet 17
12/26 Frank, Yudel Velvel (Joel) Tevet 18
12/27 Carney, Fay Tevet 19
12/27 Goldstein, Sarah Tevet 19
12/27 Mottus, Anna Tevet 19
12/27 Salpeter, Abraham Tevet 19
12/27 Schwartz, Alice Tevet 19
12/28 Kaiden, Ida Tevet 20
12/29 Finkelstein, Barnet Tevet 21
12/29 Schulman, Jean Tevet 21
12/30 Carlson, Nettie Tevet 22
12/30 Finkelstein, Samuel Tevet 22
12/30 Lambert, Flo Tevet 22
12/30 Laufe, Abe Tevet 22
12/31 Schiff, Philip Tevet 23
12/31 Sulitzer, Irwin Tevet 23
11 Cohen, Henry S. Tevet 24
1/2 Donner, Noah J. Tevet 25
1/2 Goldberg, Simon Tevet 25
1/2 Silver, Morris Tevet 25
1/3 Quasha, Dr. Marie Solow Tevet 26
1/4 Goldstein, Hyman Tevet 27
1/4 Leavitt, Rachel Tevet 27
1/5 Frank, Mary B. Tevet 28
1/5 Goldstein, Sherwood Tevet 28
1/5 Merkin, Betty Tevet 28
1/6 Heyman, Ben-Zion Tevet 29
1/6 Kaplan, Barry Tevet 29
16 December 2018
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For Information:

Advertising and Barbara Smith 631-664-6584
Public Relations

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584
Bulletin Allen Silver 631-744-7551

asilver9@gmail.com

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11
Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10
Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985
Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985
Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985
High Holy Days

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608

Judaica Shop

Phyllis Van Dyne

631-734-7511

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985
Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584
President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985
Programs and Events

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10
Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985
Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042
Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191

Trees in Israel

Carole Jones

631-727-3191

Tree of Life

Phyllis Van Dyne

631-734-7511

Supermarket Carole Jones (Office) |631-727-3191
Certificates Lorraine Richter 631-653-9028
Lana Anker lana410@
aol.com
Temple Israel of Riverhead 19

Officers:

President

1st Vice President

Treasurer

Secretary

Trustees:

Harley Abrams
Robert Brown

Rebecca Hagler

Lisa Israel

Jaime Siegel
Barbara Smith
Richard Israel

Elaine Lissauer

Terri Milligan

Sheila Muller

Lorraine Richter

Bulletin Committee:

Elaine Lissauer

Allen Silver

Lee Ann Silver
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Temple Israel of Riverhead NON-PROFIT ORG.

490 Northville Turnpike U.SPOSTAGE

P.O. Box 1531

Riverhead, NY 11901 P.AID
Riverhead, NY 11901
Permit No26

TIME SENSITIVE MAIL
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
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December 1, January 4 Shortened Shabbat Services

December 2 First Night of Hanukkah

December 2 Community Menorah Lighting
Sefer Torah Dedication & Baby

December 9 Naming

December 11 & 25, January 8 & 22 Adult Ed—Buber’s I and Thou

December 5, 12, 19, & 26, January 2, 9,

16, 23 & 30 Adult Ed—Talmud Classes

December 18 & January 15 Adult Ed—Personhood of God

January 4 Lecture—Rabbi Stephen Karol
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