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A Message From Our Rabbi  

Dear Friends, 

I want to alert you to a 

change we are making in our 

services for the winter 

months. Beginning Friday, 

December 17th, we will start 

our evening Shabbat services 

at 5:30 PM, out of respect for 

the shorter day and in order 

to permit families with 

younger children to take part. 

The character of our Shabbat 

Oneg will change as well, 

from a dessert to an appetizer, as we anticipate that 

Shabbat dinner for most congregants will take place 

after services. We hope this is successful, and if so we 

plan to continue with these times until the return of 

Daylight ñSavingsò Time (feel free at this point to re-

call fondly the skepticism expressed about these time 

Rabbi William Siemers 

(Continued on page 2) 

New Start Time for Friday Night Services Begins on December 17  
 

See Rabbiès Message for Details 
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 (Rabbiðcontinued from  page 1) 

adjustment schemes by the Rabbi in his Rosh Hashana address), when we will return to our 

traditional 7 PM time. If it is not successful, then we will make due adjustments. 

 

I understand that this switch will hinder some as it helps others, and to those of you who will 

be inconvenienced, I apologize. I want to encourage those who cannot attend promptly at 5:30 

to nevertheless come whenever they are able. Services will last till approximately 6:30, with 

Oneg and maybe some singing beyond 7. The beginning of Shabbat is just the beginning. 

Shabbat is above all our precious opportunity to be together as a community,  and we are eager 

to see you, on time or otherwise.  

 

Wishing each of you a joyous Hanukkah! 

 

Rabbi Bill Siemers 

Annual Hanukkah  
Menorah Lighting  

 

Please join us for 

our Menorah Light-

ing at Riverfront 

Park on Wednesday 

December 1st, at 

6:00 PM.  
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 Temple Israel of Riverhead Receives Six Awards At The METNY 
United Synagogue Biennial Convention  

 
On Sunday, November 14, 2010, several of our board members and congregants at-

tended the METNY United Synagogue Biennial Convention in New Rochelle. The 

theme of the day was how to create a charismatic Kehillah/Congregation. The event 

included several workshops and symposia on how to enhance synagogue participation 

and attract new members. The 

highlight of the afternoon for us 

was when Temple Israel was hon-

ored with 6 awards for exciting, at-

tractive, and effective programs. 

These programs were selected for 

public praise and for extensive dis-

tribution to the conservative syna-

gogues of the METNY region. 

 

Temple Israel of Riverhead was recognized with the following awards:  

 

Rothschild Leadership Award: Lisa Israel 

Award summary: The recipient of this award ï one for each synagogue-size category ï

is one whose special efforts affect and change peopleôs lives, as well as further Conser-

vative Judaism in his/her congregation.  

 

Fundraising:  Alumni Weekend   

(Shep Scheinbergôs Bar Mitzvah & Rabbi Siemersô Annual Cocktail Party) 

Award summary: This category recognized innovative, successful fundraising meth-

ods that have been utilized at your congregation for the first time. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Adult Education: Tefilah Talk  

Award summary: Recognition was given to formal, text-based, ongoing classes for 

adults (which have met for at least eight sessions). 

 

Religious School: End of Year Havdallah Service/Sleepover  

Award summary: Recognition was given for outstanding educational programs which 

have had a profound impact upon students in the religious school. 

 

Social Action: Shalom Teens visit Ronald McDonald House 

Award summary: Awards were presented for synagogue-sponsored programs which fo-

cus on social action, social justice, and the betterment of the community in which they 

are located. 

 

Special Programs: Yom Ha-Shoah Observance 

Award summary: This category recognized a single program or a series of programs 

with one theme, for example: Holocaust, Synagogue Kallah,  or a retreat. 

 

Mazel Tov to those who worked hard to create such wonderful programming over the 

last two years. A special word of thanks to Terri Milligan for coordinating our applica-

tions and making this all possible! 

(Awardsðcontinued from previous page) 

Inclement Weather  
Announcements  

 
In the event of bad weather, call the Temple at 727-3191 for an updated 

message. You can also listen to WALK radio at 97.5 FM, or point your 

web browser to www.walkradio.com to keep informed of closings and 

cancellations.  


